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Burundi 


Libyans Expelled for ‘Destabilizing Activities’ 
ABO0504 153089 Paris AFP in English 1519 GMT 
5 Apr 89 


[Text] Bujumbura, April 5 (AFP)}—Burundi on Wednes- 
day announced the expulsion of all Libyan diplomats 
and non-diplomats, accusing them of “destabilizing 
activities.” 


A Foreign Ministry communique said the Libyans “have 
been active for some time in destabilizing activities that 
threaten the peace and security of Burundi,” and gave 
them 48 hours to leave the tiny eastern African country 
of five million people. 


All Libyan Nationals Expelled 
EA0504 165589 Bujumbura Domestic Service in French 
1100 GMT 5 Apr 89 


{Item monitored in very poor reception] 


[Excerpt] Burundi has just decided to expel all Libyan 
nationals, including the personnel of the Libyan 
Embassy in Burundi. The government made public this 
morning a statement on the reasons to this decision. 
Here is the content of the statement by the head of the 
Burundian foreign minister Cyprien Mbonimpa. [90- 
second passage indistinct] jeopardizes peace and security 
[words indistinct]. Consequently, [words indistinct] to 
adopt the following measures: [words indistinct] on 
Friday, 7 April 1989 at 1800 local time. [passage indis- 
tinct] inter-states relations [words indistinct] sacred 
principle (?sanctioned by) law: it is the principle of 
noninterference in the [words indistinct] affairs. We 
consider that Libya, in the case of Burundi, did not 
respect this principle. [passage indistinct]. [passage omit- 
ted including passage indistinct] 


Further on Decision 
EA0504 165789 Bujumbura Domestic in English 
1500 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Text] The Burundi Government has decided to expel all 
the Libyan citizens from the Burundi territory, including 
diplomats. The decision was taken this morning at the 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the Military 
Committee for national salvation, chaired by president 
of the republic, Major Pierre Buyoya. The prime minis- 
ter and minister of planning and the minister for external 
relations and co-operation were also taking part in the 
meeting. 
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Committee Explains Expulsion 
EA0504200989 Bujumbura Domestic Service in English 
1530 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted on previously filed material] 
The aim of the committee meeting was to consider the 
state of relations between Burundi and Libya. The exec- 
utive committee of the Military Committee for National 
Salvation noted that in recent days, the Libyan diplo- 
mats to Burundi are (?turning) out a destabilizing cam- 
paign, which was seriously compromising peace and 
unity in our country. As a result, the executive commit- 
tee of the Military Committee for National Salvation has 
taken the following measures: 


All the Libyan diplomats and other Libyans living in 
Burundi are asked to leave the country by next Friday 
7th April at 1800 hours local time. In the same connec- 
tion, the Burundi Government has taken appropriate 
measures for the repatriation of all the Burundi citizens 
and diplomats who are in Libya. This is the first time 
that the Burundi Government has taken such a measure, 
but it has to respect the sacred principle of noninterfer- 
ence in other countries’ internal affairs. 


Minister Denounces Libya’s Activities 
EA0504202189 Bujumbura Domestic Service in Swahili 
1630 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] The government statement 
on this measure [the expulsion of Libyans] was issued by 
Foreign Minister Cyprien Mbonimpa, who said this was 
the first time in Burundi’s diplomatic history that our 
country had taken such a step. He added that the 
decision was reached because of Libya’s involvement in 
activities which undermine our security, contrary to the 
UN and OAU charters, which stipulate noninterference 
in the internal affairs of other nations. Libya did not 
respect these charters. 


Meanwhile, Libya has been asked to nominate a friendly 
country to look after its property in this country. 
Burundi, for its part, will seek a friendly country to look 
after its interests and property in Libya.“ 


Chad 


AFP Views Speculation Over Ndjamena ‘Events’ 
AB0604094789 Paris AFP in French 0838 GMT 
6 Apr 89 


{By Bernard Apfeldorfer] 


[Text] Libreville, 6 Apr (AFP)}—Whether a plot or polit- 
ical rupture, the events that occurred in the night of | to 
2 April in Ndjamena, and which have not been con- 
firmed or denied by the Chadian authorities, are a 
setback to the reconciliation policy of President Hissein 
Habre, observers have noted. The commander in chief of 
the Chadian National Armed Forces (FANT), Hassan 
Djamous, and his predecessor in that post, Idriss Deby, 
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who had become an adviser to Preside at Hissein Habre, 
have fled. Interior Minister Ibrahim Mahamat Itno is 
said to have been arrested, according to unconfirmed 
reports, along with Tahar Guenassou, a former minister 
of interior. 


“All that I know is that two military men have deserted”: 
That is the only answer obtained [words indistinct] from 
a high-ranking Chadian official. The “movement of 
troops” last weekend in the Chadian capital were the 
only visible elements of these events. None of the reports 
received mentioned gunfire, and life had returned to 
normal by Monday [3 April], as if nothing had happened. 
President Hissein Habre received the credentials of the 
new French ambassador to Chad, Mr Francois Xavier 
Gendreau. 


Among the four persons whose names have been cited, at 
least two—Hassan Djamous and Mahamat Itno—were 
considered among the most faithful to President Habre. 
Mahamat Itno (?has been) the spearhead of the reconcil- 
iation policy embarked upon by the head of state. He 
negotiated with the “codos,” the armed bands in the 
south of the country, in 1985 and 1986. He held talks 
with the Patriotic Armed Forces (FAP), whose leader, 
Adoum Yacoub, is today the assistant commander in 
chief of the FANT. Again, it was Mahamat Itno who was 
sent to Baghdad where agreements were signed in 
November 1988 with the Chadian Patriotic Front of 
Acheikh ibn Oumar, who has since become the minister 
of external relations. 


Hassan Djamous, for his part, is a young war leader. 
about 35 years old, whose prestige in the Army has been 
further enhanced by the fact that he won the first victory 
in the reconquest of the northern territories occupied by 
the Libyan Army near Fada, an oasis in the northeast. He 
personally led the assault against the Libyan base of 
Ouadi Doum on 22 March 1987, during which he was 
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wounded. The “comchef,” who was seen, according to a 
reliable source, just last Thursday [30 March], as he was 
entering President Hissein Habre’s office, could easily 
have made an attempt on the life of the head of state, 
especially as a large proportion of the Presidential Guard 
belongs to his tribe, the Zakawas, from the region of 
Biltine (in the east) on the border with Sudan. 


All four people involved in these incidents belong to this 
ethnic group and it is in the Biltine region that an active 
search is being made for Hassan Djamous and Idriss 
Deby, who fled Ndjamena in the company of an unspec- 
ified numbe. of armed men. Some members of opposi- 
tion groups, like the Chadian Nationalists’ Rally (RNT), 
stated in a communique made public yesterday in Brus- 
sels that after the ““Hadjerai,” (an ethnic group from the 
center of the country), “it is now the turn of the Zakawas 
to be persecuted.” 


Ruling out a plot, the hypothesis of a political schism 
was put forward by certain observers. Some think that 
there is a disagreement over the political overtures 
Hissein Habre has made to Libya, even though the 
Aozou Strip, which is the cause of the border conflict 
between the two countries, has not been recovered by 
Chad. Others think that a much too important conces- 
sion was made to Acheick ibn Oumar [passage indis- 
tinct] ministerial posts were given to former opponents,“ 
a Chadian, who has been following President Habre 
“since the beginning,“ bitterly stated to AFP recently. 
Observers are unanimous in thinking that these inci- 
dents are a serious setback to the reconciliation policy of 
the Chadian president, who has been scoring successes 
for 4 years. 


The attitude of former members of the opposition from 
the south, all of whom joined Habre’s regime, is not yet 
known. By keeping silent, Ndjamena seems to be playing 
down the seriousness of these incidents. 
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P.W. Botha To Address Parliament 6 Apr 
MB0504 141289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1407 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Text] Cape Town April 5 SAPA—After today’s cabinet 
meeting, which lasted about three hours, all eyes are now 
focussed on the special address at 2:15 PM {1215 GMT] 
tomorrow by the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, to a 
joint meeting of all three houses of parliament. 


Speculation centres on whether Mr Botha will announce 
a date for a general election, and whether he may say 
anything else on such urgent matters of state as the 
Namibian war. 


President Botha presided over a full cabinet meeting this 
morning. 


No statement was issued afterwards, but it can be safely 
assumed that, among other matters. Mr Botha would 
have briefed the cabinet about his planned announce- 
ments tomorrow. 


Tomorrow morning Mr Botha is to attend his first 
National Party caucus meeting since relinquishing the 
leadership of the NP. 


Pik Botha Reiterates Warning to UN 
MB0504134989 London BBC World Service 
in English 1309 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[From the “24 Hours” program] 


[Text] In Namibia, a dangerous diplomatic stalemate 
seems to be deepening alongside the continuing clashes 
between SWAPO guerrillas and South African-backed 
security forces. Amid accusation of having done too 
little, too late, to meet the opening of a transition period 
to independence for Namibia, the United Nations is 
under pressure both to produce more troops for northern 
Namibia urgently, and to find a way between SWAPO's 
continuing insistence that none of its forces have crossed 
from Angola and that those there won't pull out, and 
South Africa’s insistence that they must be withdrawn 
beyond the 16th Parallel. On the relevance of the United 
Nations sending more troops, the South African foreign 
minister, Mr Pik Botha, appeared unconvinced: 


[Begin Botha recording] | don’t think it will help them 
because apparently they are not prepared to fight. What 
will the United Nations do if they meet a SWAPO group 
infiltrating, crossing the border? If they try to stop them 
they will be short, there will be a clash. And what then? 


What must be done is that the authority of the Security 
Council must be established, and must be established 
urgently. And the Security Council, must make it known to 
SWAPO that they are not going to accept this behavior. 
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Otherwise, I warn, South Africa cannot be expected uni- 
laterally to comply with its obligations while the Security 
Council acquiesces in the most flagrant violation of its 
obligations by one of the parties. [end recording} 


Foreign Affairs Director Auret on Namibia 
MB0504 153989 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0424 GMT 3 Apr 89 


[Interview with the Director of Foreign Affairs in the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, Derek Auret, by David 
Hall-Green, Rika Sennet in Johannesburg studio—live] 


[Text] [Hall-Green] Good morning, sir. 
[Auret] Good morning. 


[{Hall-Green] The incursions by various SWAPO [South- 
West African People's Organization] armed groups into 
Namibia on the very day of the implementation of 
resolution 435 has rocked South Africa on its heels and 
indeed the whole world. But, any sane person would 
assume that SWAPO must have anticipated the conse- 
quences of such armed aggression into Namibia on this 
very sensitive day, the start of the whole implementation 
process. Surely, they have known that there must be 
clauses written into the settlement plan to take care of 
just such a violation of the cease-fire. Is there such a 
clause, and if so, what does it say? 


[Auret] Thank you. Yes, I think the situation is very 
grave. We are extremely shocked by this incursion. We 
totally fail to understand the motives of SWAPO in 
acting in this fashion. I think the evidence which we have 
at the moment regarding the infiltrators beyond doubt 
establishes that SWAPO has in fact come across the 
border in very large numbers. 


The settlement proposal for South-West Africa, you are 
quite correct, contains very detailed prescriptions 
regarding SWAPO positions and their return, especially 
of the armed elements in Angola to the territory. | may 
mention to you in this regard that after 9 weeks, SWAPO 
forces who are supposed to be restricted to their bases in 
Angola, north, also, of the 16th Parallel, are to return 
through designated entry points under UN supervision 
without arms. 


This is clearly not happening. SWAPO is in clear breach 
of a number of agreements. It appears to be, or it is, in 
clear breach of the cease-fire agreement which came into 
force at 0400 on Saturday morning, on | April, the day of 
the implementation. And the motives which have led 
SWAPO to take this action are very unclear at this time. 


One can speculate that one of the reasons why it had 
decided to infiltrate such large numbers of its elements, 
armed elements, at this time, with, I might mention, 
AK-47 rifles, RPG rocket launchers, ground-to-air mis- 
siles, might be to establish bases in South-West Africa/ 
Namibia. 
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As you are aware, SWAPO has not in the 23 years which 
it has been active against the territory and one must 
assume that one of the reasons why they are coming 
across the border in this large numbers at this time, is 
precisely to do that. 


[Hall-Green] Can you say whether or not this was 
expected? 


[Auret] No, what was expected was that SWAPO would 
adhere to the agreements which were reached, and also 
to the cease-fire which it confirmed to the secretary 
general it would adhere to, as South Africa indicated that 
it wanted the de facto cessation of hostilities which had 
been in existence in the border area since August last 
year, formalized on | April. 


[Sennet, in Afrikaans] Could it be that the leaders did not 
inform their followers about this? The two captured men 
seem to say so. 


{[Auret, in Afrikaans] Yes, you are quite right. Two of the 
people who had infiltrated the territory, and were cap- 
tured, confirmed that they were SWAPO members, and 
that they had been given instructions to infiltrate the 
territory. You ask if the leadership failed to inform their 
followers. I think there are two possibilities. One, that 
the leaders may have ordered their people to act to do 
what they have done up to date. Two—and to me this is 
the more serious aspect—that the leaders have no con- 
trol over their followers in Angola. 


{Sennet] You mean there could be two groups within 
SWAPO? 


[Auret] That could be the case, that there are factions, 
and that they do not obey orders from their leaders. The 
most serious thing about this whole issue is that we have 
a situation in which the leadership has lost control. 


[Sennet] It is so strange, because they could participate in 
the elections now... 


{Auret, interrupting] That is the whole problem, the 
whole irony of the situation. Minister Botha recently 
said that the season of violence is past. It has been 
accepted internationally. We have seen this develop over 
the past few months. Now, SWAPO acts in this way, in 
total contradiction to that spirit. More, in fact. They are 
acting in total disregard of agreements which have been 
reached through many months of hard work. And, we 
now have this present situation. 


{Hall-Green, in English] Mr Auret, we have here a copy 
of a letter from Foreign Minister Pik Botha to the 
secretary general of the United Nations, and this was 
delivered yesterday afternoon by hand to him, by Mr 
Jeremy Shearer, and it ends by saying that he requests 
that this letter be lodged as an official document with the 
Security Council, and in it he has asked the United 
Nations and the Security Council to take an extremely 
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firm stand, to quote. Now, over the years, South Africa 
has been constantly censured by the Security Council. Is 
there now a possibility that the council will be convened 
to censure SWAPO for this action? 


{[Auret, in English] It appears to me that in view of the 
incontrovertible facts which the minister has conveyed 
to Dr de Cuellar in this letter, the Security Council will 
have to take such action. 


[Hall-Green] Now, Mr Pik Botha had a meeting with 
Mrs Thatcher—just to round that off, and we have to 
end now for our latest news bulletin. Is it likely that this 
was discussed with Mrs Thatcher? 


{Auret] Yes, I was present at that meeting at Windhoek 
airport on Saturday [1 April] evening, and it was indeed 
discussed. This is flouting the authority of the Security 
Council of the United Nations by SWAPO, quite clearly. 


{Hall-Green] In the new, Mr Auret, we heard this morn- 
ing that two captured insurgents have said that their 
commanders instructed them not to worry about run- 
ning into any resistance because the United Nations 
would protect them. Now, is there any possibility that 
the United Nations will actually look for excuses on 
behalf of SWAPO for this action that they have perpe- 
trated? 


[Auret] There are very firm agreements with the United 
Nations in respect of impartiality, and the secretary 
general of the United Nations and his special represen- 
tative in Namibia, Mr Ahtisaari, have undertaken to act 
with complete impartiality in this process. As you know, 
the United Nations in the past has not played an exactly 
impartial role, vis a vis South-West Africa/Namibia. 
SWAPO, in fact, has: been at some stage recognized as 
the sole, authentic reoresentative of the people of the 
territory. 


With the adoption of the enabling resolution to allow the 
process 435 to continue, that disignation officially fell 
away. That agreement was reached. So there can be no 
doubt in the mind of SWAPO that its favored status no 
longer exists. 


There can be no doubt that the United Nations could 
never be put in a position in Namibia where it could 
protect SWAPO insurgents crossing the border. That is 
just not possible. It is not part of the settlement plan. As 
a matter of fact, it would be in contravention and against 
the spirit of the settlement plan. 


{Hall-Green] As far back as last year, the head of the 
South African delegation to the Joint Military Monitor- 
ing Commission, Colonel Johan Coetsee, had warned 
that there were significant number of SWAPO south of 
latitude 16 degrees south. Now, they have had to hand 
over to UNTAG [United Nations Transition Assistance 
Group] that role of monitoring. Are there already 
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UNTAG elements in southern Angola? Surely, if they 
had come across these SWAPO elements, it would have 
been a warning that this kind of thing was going to 
happen. 


[Auret} Yes, indeed, we have been aware that a number 
of SWAPO elements were south of 16, and we have 
insisted as recently as the joint commission meeting in 
Havana, which I attended 2 weeks ago, that SWAPO 
should in fact honor its commitment to be north of 16. 
We were given assurances. Now, I must point out in this 
regard that SWAPO of course is not a member of the 
joint commission. We were given the assurance, by both 
the representative of Angola and of Cuba, that SWAPO 
would, on implementation day, be confined to bases 
north of 16th Parailel. The provision regarding the 16th 
Parallel, of course, as you are aware, came about as a 
result of the Geneva Protocol, which we signed in August 
last year. 


As far as the UN presence in Angola is concerned, 
UNTAG has a role to play. There was agreement reached 
in 1982 that UNTAG would monitor SWAPO confine- 
ment to base both in Angola and in Zambia. Although | 
cannot confirm to you that UNTAG is at the present 
time in Angola, this certainly now becomes a very urgent 
requirement. 


{Hall-Green] Mr Auret, thank you very much. We have 
to end it there. We have other items that we have to draw 
attention to right now. 


Further Auret Comment 
MB0504 153889 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 0517 GMT 3 Apr 89 


[Interview with Director of Foreign Affairs Derek Auret 
by David Hall-Green and Rika Sennet at SABC studios 
in ‘ohannesburg—live] 


[Text] [Sennet] We have with us again Mr Derek Auret, 
director of the Department of Foreign Affairs. We are 
discussing the incursions by SWAPO across the border 
of South-West Africa, which could threaten the settle- 
ment plan. While you were waiting for Mrs Thatcher at 
the airport in Windhoek, urgent talks were held with Mr 
Ahtisaari and the secretary general, Dr de Cuellar. Was 
the settlement plan ever in danger at that stage? 


[Auret] Let me put it this way: When one is dealing with 
an incident of this sort and there is uncertainty about the 
extent of the violation, then it indicates SWAPO is 
acting contrary to the agreement, and naturally there is a 
danger. We were prepared to deal with any eventuality. 
That is why the minister spoke directly to the secretary 
general from the airport. The administrator-general also 
discussed the matter urgently during his meeting with 
Mrs Thatcher and the UN special representative. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


You see, when the extent of the infiltration became 
known, it became that South Africa get sup- 
port for the South-West African police, who have the 
primary task of maintaining law and order in the terri- 
tory. South African troops and SWATF troops were at 
that stage already confined to their bases under Un 
observation, according to the agreement. So we could not 
unilaterally ask our forces to act in support of the 
South-West African police. So it was necessary that we 
reach t as soon as possible with the United 
Nations officials to allow come of these troops. 


[Sennet] The SADF was then given permission to sup- 
port the South-West African police? 


{Auret] Indeed, yes. 


[Sennet] It is rather ironic. Our forces have always been 
called the oppressors, the aggressors. Now they have 
been given permission to defend... 


[Auret, interrupting] It is indeed ironic. South Africa has 
always acted, at the request of the inhabitants, to protect 
them. Oppression is not the issue. Our task was always to 
protect the people against terrorism from outside carried 
out against them for the last so many years. South Africa 
wishes to continue with this peace process. To date, we 
have met our obligations. We will continue to do so, as 
the minister indicated to the secretary general in his 
letter. We now expect that the other side will also meet 
their obligations. 


[Sennet] It appears to me the UN monitoring group 
agrees that it was SWAPO which was threatening the 
settlement plan. 


[Auret] Quite right. I think the facts they have at their 
disposal, which are the same facts we have, are incon- 
trovertible. There is no doubt. 


[Hall-Green in English] Mr Auret, how do you see, now, 
the future of this process that started with these gross 
violations, right from the very beginning? 


[Auret] I think, Mr Hall-Green, that we would like to see 
the process continue, obviously. What we have is a 
peaceful process developing in this part of the subconii- 
nent. We would want SWAPO to act in accordance with 
the agreements which have been reached, and to which it 
is a party. South Africa will do everything in its power to 
continue with its commitments, but it has now become 
vitally important that SWAPO do the same. That is why 
we have thes~ agreements. You may recall that at the 
time when the agreements were signed in New York on 
22 December 1988, the minister of foreign affairs said 
something which has, in a sense, become rather pro- 
phetic. He indicated that it was all very well to sign 
pieces of paper. They were in fact agreements. But that 
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the crucia! factor was that all the parties to these agree- 
ments should acknowledge their commitments, and act 
according to them. That is what we would want to see 
under these circumstances, and in this situation. 


[Text] [Hall-Green in English] The weekend press has 
quoted the foreign minister as countering certain allega- 
tions from certain quarters about South Africa with- 
drawing ignominiously from South-West Africa, and 
saying South Africa is returning to South Africa with 
honor, and that is what the situation actually is. What 
would you say to those critics who say that South Africa 
has in fact left Namibia in the lurch? 


{Auret] I think I can do not better than to refer to many 
foreigners, journalists, official visitors, who have been to 
Windhoek and are in Windhoek at present, and have 
been there over the past few weeks, and who simply 
cannot believe what they find there. South Africa, as | 
indicated earlier, has fulfilled its commitments at the 
request of the people of the territory. We have managed 
to get an agreement which allows and will allow if it is 
implemented by all the parties for free fair elections to 
take place in the territory. That is the ultimate goal. We 
have an agreement which we think far better than the 
situation would have been had this resolution been 
implemented in 1978. We have a commitment, an 
agreement, for Cuban troop withdrawals, the removal of 
50,000 foreign forces from southern Africa. We have a 
situation where all parties in the territory have an equal 
chance in those elections. That is what this is all about. 


1 think South Africa has fulfilled its commitments. Our 
people, our troops, are withdrawing with honor. 


[Sennet] There is speculation that the minister of foreign 
affairs held talks with top Russian representative. What 
is Russia's role in this whole issue? 


{Auret] I believe that during the negotiation process we 
observed a qualitative change in the Soviet approach to 
regional conflicts. It is clear to us that as a result of Mr 
Gorbachev's new policy of perestroika, there is a new 
realization that there can be no political solutions using 
violence. If one gains a solution through violence, then, 
I believe, one would have to maintain that solution by 
means of violence. I think the USSR has undergone a 
change of approach in this regard. | think they have a 
played a constructive role in this whole process. The 
talks between the minister of foreign affairs and top 
Soviet officials—which I also attended—clearly demon- 
strated this. I refer once again to something | said earlier, 
it seems that the season of violence is over. It is possible 
now that we can get a peace process going in southern 
Africa. But this will only be possible if all parties to the 
settlement meet their obligations. 


[Sennet] So glasnost and perestroika have, as it were, 
helped to get this whole process moving? 
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{Auret] They certainly played an important role. | 
believe we must, under these circumstances, look at how 
we can now get this critical and unfortunate siiuation 
under control. This infiltration, this invasion, which is 
contrary to all agreements will cause a tremendous 
problem if it cannot be solved immediately. 


[Hall-Green in English] Resolution 435 was accepted by 
South Africa in April, 1978, exactly 11 years ago. Why 
has it taken || years? Just to go back and get the broad 
picture on all of it, why has it taken | 1 years? 


{Auret, in English] There are a number of factors, Mr 
Hall-Green, which caused this long delay. One of these 
factors, ironically, was that shortly after we had agreed, 
in 1978, to the settlement proposal, we received infor- 
mation and indications that SWAPO insisted that they 
had bases inside the territory. Now, the point to be made 
in that regard of course, is that they never did have these 
bases. That is what we assume they are trying to do now. 


{Hall-Green] Rather belatedly, it would seem. 


[Auret] Rather belatedly, but nevertheless at a very 
crucia) stage, and possibly wrecking the achievements 
which we have been making. 


[Sennet] Why do they want these bases? Could it be to 
intimidate people during elections? 


{Auret] Yes, I think they feel this would place them in a 
much stronger position. The intimidation issue has 
always been a great source of concern to the South 
African Government. One would think that by having 
bases inside the territory, they would feel they would 
have a greater influence on the voters in the territory. 


{Hail-Green in English] Is this thinking, that once they 
are in and established, it will be very difficult to winkle 
them out again, because there is not sufficient military of 
police presence in Namibia to get them out, once they 
have dug in? 


{Auret] I have no doubt that the South-West African 
police, with the support of these elements of the SADF, 
which we have agreed upon with the United Nations, 
will be able to handle the situation. 


{Hall-Green] And it will not be necessary to pull in any 
un forces to do the job? 


{Auret] Well, I don’t think that UNTAG’s mandate 
allows that. It is after all there to look at, or observe, a 
peaceful process. That is what we are interested in: a 
peaceful process. What we have at this time, clearly, is 
not a peaceful process. We are at the beginning of process 
which will lead to free and fair elections. After all, that is 
the goal. When we have intimidation, when we have 
murder anu mayhem on the border, certainly there can 
be no question that this is peaceful. 
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{Hall-Green in English] Now, the elections in South- 
West Africa will not be held to elect a government as 
such, but a constituent assembly, and they will then draft 
a constitution. Do you foresee that this is going to be a 
ne drawn-out process, before independence is finally 


[Auret] That will be a matter, of course, for the constit- 
vent assembly, how soon they complete their activities. 
You are correct, the constituent assembly has the pri- 
mary task of drawing up—and adopting, | might add—a 
constitution for an independent Namibia, by a two- 
thirds majority. That is a very important point, and also, 
I might point out, a matter which was agreed upon 
between all the parties in 1982. 


Sennet] The people of South-Wesi Africa are at present 
th African citizens. What is going to happen about 
their citizenship after independence? 


[Auret] At the moment we are giving urgent attention to 
the question of citizenship. You are correct, they are at 
present Soutn African citizens. This issue is something 
which will have to be addressed by the new constitution, 
because citizenship is a constitutional matter governed by 
a constitution. So the constituent assembly will have to 
deal with this matter. We are considering various possibil- 
ities regarding this issue at the moment. The South African 
Government will also have to take certain legislative steps 
to cover the situation after i , because these 
people are still South African citizens. But that is a matter 
for the constituent assembly. 


{Hall-Green in English] Mr Auret, thank you very much. 
I am sure discussion of this very sensitive, problematic 
situation has enlightened many of our viewers this 
morning. Thanks once again. 


UK’s Chalker Urges SWAPO Honor Cease-Fire 
MB0504 130789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1305 GMT 5 Apr 89 


ext] London April 5 SAPA—Britain today urged 
WAPO fighters to lay down their arms and abide by the 
Namibian ceasefire agreement. 


The appeal was made by foreign office minister of state, 
Mrs Lynda Chalker, in an interview with Britain's Inde- 
pendent Television News. She said Britain was making 
“every effort” to secure an end to the fighting on 
Namibia's northern border. 


Mrs Chalker said Whitehall was in contact with the 
United Nations, Russia and Western governments over 
the matter. 


The British Government is hoping that this week's visit to 
London by the Russian leader, Mr Mikhail Gorbachev, 
could aid Namibian peace attempts. He is due to arrive 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


late tonight and will be met at London's Heathrow Airport 
by the British premier, Mrs Margaret Thatcher, who is 
anxious to see a cessation of hostilities in Namibia. 


Mrs Thatcher, who visited Namibia last week, is expected 
to raise the issue when the two leaders begin talks tomor- 
row morning. 


British officials have indicated she believes Russia has 
the influence with SWAPO, as its long-time backer, to 
help stop the conflict. 


Russian officials were active beh nd-the-scenes in the 
negotiations that led up to the signing of accords on 
Angola and Namibia last year. 


Detainee Flees to UK Embassy, Departs 5 Apr 
MBO0504 155289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1550 GMT § Apr 89 


[Text] Johannesburg April 5 SAPA—A former hunger 
striker at Diepkloof Prison today fled to the British 
Consulate-General in central Johannesburg for refuge 
but left at 3pm today with the assurance from Law and 
Order Minister Mr Adriaan Viok he would not be 
rearrested. 


Mr Tebego Mngomezulu, a Soweto Youth Congress 
member who had been detained since August last year, 
was being treated at the Johannesburg Hospital after 
being on hunger strike. 


In a statement released late this afternoon, a spokesman 
for the British Embassy in Cape Town said Mr Mngo- 
mezulu entered the press room at the consulate in 
Johannesburg early this morning. 


The embassy had obtained an assurance from Mr Viok 
he would not be rearrested. Mr Mngomezulu left the 
embassy at 3pm and was taken to his lawyer, the spokes- 
man said. 


Unrest Report Notes Two Deaths at Imbali 
MB0604063289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0627 GMT 6 Apr 89 


[Text] Pretoria, April 6, SAPA—Following is the SA 
Police unrest report: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight. 


“At Katlehong on the East Rand, a number of black taxi 
owners attacked each other. In the process two cars and 
a private home were damaged. The police dispersed the 
group with tearsmoke. No injuries were reported. 


“In Berg Street, Pietermaritzburg, a group of blacks 
stoned and damaged a private vehicle. 
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“At Imbali, Howick, two black men—a father and son— 
were murdered. It appears that they were shot and 
stabbed.” 


Commentary on Thatcher-Gorbachev Meeting 
MB0604054789 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 6 Apr 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The peace plan for southwestern Africa that was 

so painstakingly constructed last year could not have 

come to fruition without the input of major powers, 

1H specifically the United States and the Soviet 
nion. 


Now that SWAPO has precipitated a crisis on the 
implementation of the peace plan, and with the posture 
of the United Nations suspect, there is a compelling need 
for another major power input if the independence 
process in South-West Africa is to be put back on track. 


For Southern Africa, therefore, there is now added 
importance in the meetings in London between the 
British prime minister, Mrs Margaret Thatcher, and 
President Mikhail Gorbachev of the Soviet Union. Mr 
Gorbachev, as in the past, is well placed for such an 
initiative. This is because of the Soviet Union's influence 
as a major supporter of SWAPO as well as her influence 
with the governments of Angola and Cuba. 


Mrs Thatcher is well placed because of her very recent 
visit to southern Africa during which she obtained a first 
hand inpyvt on the situation in South-West Africa from 
various parties working on the ground. 
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For both Mr Gorbachev and Mrs Thatcher the present 
crisis in South-West Africa has potential wider ramific- 
tions. Mr Gorbachev is pulling the Soviet Union back 
from her financial and military involvement in revolu- 
tionary and expansionist activities in various parts of the 
world. He is advocating negotiated political settlements 
in conflict regions such as southern Africa. 


SWAPO's provacative aggression of the past week is a 
rejection of negotiated political settlement in favour of 
the revolutionary option. If SWAPO is allowed to be 
successful in this, other revolutionary movements and 
even governments in southern Africa will be encouraged 
to pursue the revolutionary option. And President 
Castro of Cuba—who is resisting Mr Gorbachev's pres- 
sure for him to desist from exporting revolution—could 
well feel free to return his soldiers to Angola in full force 
and to extend their operational area to other parts of 
southern Africa. By the same token, Mrs Thatcher's 
current initiative for a wider peace in southern Africa 
will be jeopardized. Under her leadership, the British 
Government seems to play in southeastern Africa the 
mediation role that the United States played in the peace 
initiative in southwestern Africa. 


The outside parties most interested in bringing peace to 
Mozambique are all members or forme: members of the 
British Commonwealth. They are Tanzania, Zimbabwe, 
Zambia, Malawi and, of course, South Africa. Mrs 
Thatcher repudiates the revolutionary option and stands 
for negotiated political settlements of southern African 
problems, as was the case in South-West Africa. 


For southern Africa there is, therefore, great interest in— 
and great hope over—this week's meetings between Mr 
Mikhail Gorbachev and Mrs Margaret Thatcher. 
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Namibia 


Perez de Cuellar Report Criticizes Ahtisaari 
MB0504113289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1111 GMT 5 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Windhoek, April 5, SAPA—In a front-page story 
today, Gwen Lister, editor of Windhoek’s NAMIBIAN 
newspaper, quotes a confidential report by UN secretary- 
general, Dr Javier Perez de Cuellar, as saying hundreds of 
lives could have been saved if the United Nations special 
representative, Mr Martti Ahtisaari, had acted swiftly on 
information received from the South African foreign 
affaivs minister, Mr Pik Botha, on March 31. 


The Perez report was apparently discussed by UN Secu- 
rity Council members for three hours at their private 
consultations behind closed doors in New York yester- 
day. 


According to Mr Perez, Mr Botha’s report to Mr Ahti- 
saari had included information on a large guerrilla 
presence just north of the border with Angola. 


Mr Ahtisaari had been informed on March 31 that in the 
previous 10 to 12 days, 150 armed SWAPO [South-West 
African People’s Organization] members had crossed the 
border into Namibia, and between 500 and 700 were at 
the time deployed just north of the Namibian border. 


Mr Perez's report said that Mr Botha had also informed 
the special representative that 60 per cent of SWAPO's 
forces in Angola were south of the 16th parallel, in 
breach of undertakings in terms of the Geneva Protocol 
rd August 5 last year, signed by Angola, Cuba and South 
Africa. 


The secretary-general said the administrator-general had 
then informed Mr Ahtisaari the guerrillas had crossed 
the border the previous night, and that incidents were 
occurring across a broad front in northern Namibia with 
numerous casualties. 


Mr Perez had urged Mr Botha to “show restraint” when 
he gave sanction to the deployment of militcry to deal 
with the situation. 


Mr Botha had informed him it was “impossible for 
South Africa to remain passive and to confine its troops 
to base, particularly as UNTAG's deployment had been 


The secretary-general had then contacted Mr Theo Ben 
Gurirab, SWAPO's foreign secretary, as well as the 


permanent representative of Angola and urged them to 
do what they could to “affect the situation positively.” 


Foreign affairs were unable to confirm THE NAMI- 
BIAN report. 
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Mr Perez admitted that the UN was behind schedule, 
and stated that “while 280 of the 300 military monitors 
were in place throughout the territory on April |, their 
effectiveness was seriously hampered by their limited 
mobility and restricted access to communications.” 


He said it was unlikely UNTAG regional and district 
centres would be fully operational before late April, and 
police monitors would a}so not be deployed until then. 


The secretary-general had then agreed that “certain 
specified units of the military to be agreed, will be 
released from restriction to base to provide such support 
as may be needed by the existing police forces ... the 
situation will be kept under continuous review and the 
movement out of existing bases will throughout be 
monitored by UNTAG military observers.” 


THE NAMIBIAN said it understood South African 
reinforcements were arriving from as far afield as Walvis 
Bay, where convoys of ratels were seen travelling north. 


Mr Perez said in his report that two SWAPO prisoners 
had been interviewed by a UN team on the night of April 
1. The men had said they had been instructed to enter 
Namibia by their regional commander, but they were 
“not to engage the security forces, even if (they) saw 
them, because a ceasefire was to be in effect and there 
was to be no more fighting. 


“The men had been told that once in Namibian the UN 
would supervise them and their comrades. 


The secretary-general said SWAPO has emphatically 
denied violating the ceasefire and had stated its person- 
nel had responded in self-defence. 


On the basis of the information so far available, Mr 
Ahtisaari was of the opinion that SWAPO armed per- 
sonnel had infiltrated into Namibia “around the time of 
the ceasefire.” 


The infiltration might not have had offensive intent but 
instead might have been aimed at the establishment of 
SWAPO base camps in the territory, which SWAPO 
would then ask the UN to monitor. 


THE NAMIBIAN said in another article, Mr Perez's 
confidential report was delivered at an urgent, unofficial 
meeting of UN Security Council members, chaired by 
the secretary-general on April 3. 


The members discussed the report for three hours 
behind closed doors at a venue in New York. 


Alt a press conference in Windhoek yeste:day, UN 
spokesmen refused to comment on suggestions the report 
had been leaked. 
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SWAPO ‘Insurgents’ Number Over 1,400 
MB0504115589 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Text] The number of SWAPO [South-West African 
People’s Organization] insurgents in northern South- 
West Africa/Namibia has grown to more than 1,400 by 
late last night, after more heavily armed units had 
crossed the border. 


So far 178 SWAPC " surgents have been killed in fighis 
with the security forces, and 7 have been taken prisoner. 
Some of the wounded SWAPO insurgents are being 
treated at (Ononkongwe) hospital. 


Our political news staff reports from Oshakati that a 
SWAPO prisoner has told the special representative of 
the UN secretary general, Mr Martti Ahtisaari, that they 
were given instructions to fire at the security forces on 


sight. 


Mr Ahtisaari returned to Windhoek this morning after 
holding talks in the operational area with UNTAG 
(United Nations Transition Assistance Group] miliiary 
observers and members of several church groups. He will 
be holding talks with the administrator general, Mr 
Louis Pienaar in Windhoek later today in an attempt to 
arrange a cease-fire. 


Mr Ahtisaari, who stated that a cease-fire should receive 
priority so that the implementation of Resolution 435 
can continue, will report to the secretary general of the 
United Nations, Dr Perez de Cuellar, after his talks with 
Mr Pienaar. Mr Ahtisaari has described the situation in 
northern South-West Africa/Namibia as very dangerous. 


SAPF Corporal Dies in Combat 4 Apr 
MB0504 132989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1320 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Text] Pretoria April 5 SAPA—A South African soldier, 
Corporal Hermann Carstens, 20, was killed in fighting 
with SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organiza- 
tion] guerrillas in Namibia yesterday, Defence Force 
headquarters announced in Pretoria. 


“Corporal Carstens was part of the South African force 
which is currently deployed in support of the South-West 
Africa Police to combat the infiltration of SWAPO 
terrorists from Angola into South-West Africa/Na- 
mibia,” the statement said. 


He died “in a contact with SWAPO terrorists in the 
Operational area,” it added. 


Four members of the SA Police have died in five days of 
fighting with guerrillas who infiltrated Namibia from 
Angola. 


Cpl Carstens is survived by his parents, Mr and Mrs J.F. 
Carstens, of 3 Kroonenhof, Drivers Street, Warmbaths. 
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The chief of the Defence Force, Gen Jannie Geldenhuys, 
extended his sincere condolences to Corporal Carstens’ 
family, loved ones and friends. 


UN Considering Accelerating Troop Deployments 
MB0504132289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1315 GMT 5 Apr 89) 


[Text] Windhoek April 5 SAPA—The United Nations 
was giving serious consideration to bringing forward 
schedules for the arrival of the main peace-keeping 
forces in Namibia in view of the worsening crisis in the 
country, a senior UN spokesman, Mr Cedric Thorn- 
berry, said in Windhoek today. 


Consideration was being given to airlifting the main 
peace-keeping battalions of Finland, Malaysia and 
Kenya, but the main difficulty was the logistics, Mr 
Thornberry told a media briefing. Obtaining the neces- 
sary manpower did not present a problem. The difficulty 
lay in providing transport, accommodation “and keep- 
ing them alive” once they arrived in Namibia. 


The Malaysians are to be deployed in the densely- 
populated northern parts of Namibia where running 
battles are being fought between SWAPO [South-West 
African People’s Organization] guerrillas and combined 
Namibian police and army units for the fifth day in 
succession. 


There are presently 921 Un military personnel from 21 
nations deployed in Namibia of a total 4,650 military 
component in the UN Transition Assistance Group 
planned for the operation, in addition to more than 
1,000 civilian administrators and 500 police monitors. 


The main phalanges are due to dock in the South African 
port enclave of Walvis Bay next week. 


Mr Thornberry retreated that the UN secretary-general, 
Mr Javier Perez de Cuellar, had on countless occasions 
reminded the UN Security Council and the UN General 
Assembly that he needed at least six to eight weeks 
notification before the UN’s deployment in Namibia. 
Last-minute delays over costs and reducing the UN 
peacekeeping forces from 7,500 had shortened the lead 
time of the UN secretariat. 


Mr Thornberry said the ongoing fighting between 
SWAPO insurgents and combined Namibian Police and 
army units was receiving urgent attention “because we 
are facing a deteriorating situation”. 


There was a sense of urgency from all sides “to get 
resolution 435 (concerning Namibian independence) 
back on track, and we share that concern”’. 


A situation “of this nature rarely remains stabie and our 
information is the situation is deteriorating.” 
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Mr Thornberry said a UN under-secretary-general, Mr 
Marrack Goulding, was presently in Luanda for discus- 
sions with the Angolan Government on the monitoring 
of SWAPO bases inside that country. 


In terms of UN Security Council Resolution 435 (1978), 
it was agreed in 1982 by all concerned, including the 
African front-line states, that the UN, in cooperation 
with the Angolans, would monitor the confinement of 
SWAPO forces to bases in Angola from the implemen- 
tation date. 


In terms of further agreements, SWAPO’s restriction to 
bases has to be pinned down north of the 16th Parallel in 
Angola, about 160km from the Namibian border. 


The UN began monitoring South African and SWA 
Territory Force bases in Namibia on April |, but reports 
said the UN failed to observe movements of SWAPO 
forces in Angolan bases. 


Mr Thornberry said the first priority for the UN was “to 
end the carnage” in northern Namibia. 


The second priority was to ensure that there was a return 
to the peace process and that “there will be no return to 
the unfortunate occurrences” from April | to date, when 
Namibia started the process toward internationally-rec- 
ognised independence. 


‘“‘We must make sure that all concerned understand each 
other thoroughly.” 


He declined to concede or deny that SWAPO insurgents 
had crossed the border into Namibia on April | “without 
hostile intent.” 


The UN would not sit in judgment of what had hap- 
pened. 


“Let history be the judge of what went wrong,” Mr 
Thornberry said. 


Police Report Fighting at ‘Standstill’ 
MB0504 141789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1416 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek April 5 SAPA—Fighting has scaled down 
in northern Namibia between SWAPO [South-West Afri- 
can People’s Organization] insurgents and combined 
police and army units, a police spokesman, Chief-In- 
spector Kierie du Rand, said in Windhoek today. 


“It has come to a standstill,” he said. 


The insurgents were secreting their weapons in caches 
following the heavy fighting since Saturday in which 179 
SWAPO guerrillas and 21 policemen had died to date, 
Chief Inspector du Rand said. 
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There were still no indications that the SWAPO infiltra- 
tors had turned around to return to Angola “but we are 
searching them out non-siop and we will not stop until 
they have all been eliminated or captured or back over 
the border (into Angola),” he added. 


Pik Botha Appeal for SWAPO Surrender 
MB0504 144689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1446 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Text] Johannesburg April 5 SAPA—The South African 
minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, today 
appealed, in a short-wave broadcast to SWAPO [South- 
West African People’s Organization] members in Nami- 
bia, to surrender to the SWA Police. 


The appeal was broadcast in Afrikaans on the transmit- 
ters of Radio RSA (the external service of the SABC) as 
part of an actually programme. 


In return for this, they would be safely escourted to 
beyond the 16th parallel, he said. 


“One can only hope and trust that the SWAPO leader- 
ship will be brought to their senses very soon and stop 
this senseless killing of people. "SWAPO must surren- 
der, lay down their arms, hoist a white flag—then 
nothing will happen to them—surrender themselves to 
the SWA Police. Then they will be safely taken back to 
north of the 16th parallel,“ he said. 


“I personally appeal to all SWAPO who are now in 
SWA...lay down your arms...stop fighting.” 


Those who surrendered would be taken to Angola in 
safety where they would be disarmed. They could later 
return to Namibia unarmed where they could be identi- 
fied. ““This thing...this responsibility lies squarely on the 
shoulders of the SWAPO leadership,”” Mr Botha said. 


Police, Army Update Combat Fatality List 
MB0504151889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1513 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek April 5 SAPA—At least 25 members of 
the combined Namibian police and army units have died 
in fighting SWAPO guerrillas in the north of the country 
since Saturday. 


Police headquarters have so far announced the names of 
22 policemen, including three South Africans, who died 
in the battles, while SA Defence headquarters in Pretoria 
today announced the death of a soldier, Corporal Her- 
mann Carstens, 20, and police headquarters in Pretoria 
announced the name of a fourth SA Policeman killed— 
Constable D.J. Fourie. One more Namibian policeman 
has still to be named. 


A police spokesman said 179 SWAPO insurgents had 
died in the battles. 
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The total number of combatants dead was at least 202, 
but not figures have been made available of civilian 
casualties in the battle zones in the densely-populated 
Ovambo region. 


AFP Analyzes Fighting 5 April 
ABO0504 160689 Paris AFP in English 
1555 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek, April 5 (AFP)—The pattern of fight- 
ing has changed in the bushy, hot and well-populated 
Ovambo area of northern Namibia since fighting started 
there at the weekend, security force sources said here 
Wednesday. 


The fighting started early Saturday after more than 1,000 
heavily- armed black guerrillas of the South West Africa 
People’s Organization (SWAPO) crossed the border 
from Angola in large groups of up to 200 fighters each. 


The official death count is 179 guerrillas and 21 on the 
other side. Only seven guerrillas have been reported 
taken prisoner. According to persistent reports from the 
battle front, the policy of the security forces is “shoot to 
kill” and the guerrillas are being massacred. 


They were carrying mainly Soviet-made arms including 
RPG-7 rockets that can penetrate |3 inches (33 centime- 
ters) of steel, recoilless cannons and SKS rifles firing 
high-explosive anti-tank missiles. There is controversy 
over who started firing first. But security force sources 
say the guerrillas, concealed in trenches and laying mines 
behind large anthills, were ambushing police armoured 
Carriers trundling through the bush. 


But they were fighting what are considered here to be the 
toughest and most ruthless counter-insurgency units in 
the world, hardened by over two decades of bush fight- 
ing, backed up by tanks, assault helicopters and spotter 
aircraft. 


Since Monday, police sources say, the SWAPO bands 
have been dispersing into smaller groups, and burying 
their cannons to achieve greater mobility. 


A typical clash now, says police inspector Kierie du 
Rand, is between a security force patrol of four 
armoured vehicles with turret guns and 40 men, and a 
band of perhaps 12 guerrillas who split up on contact. 


The terrain ranges from light to dense bush, and even 
areas of what resemble semi-tropical jungles, offering 
good cover for the guerrillas. Hundreds of villages are 
fleeing the fighting to nearby towns. 


SWAPO has been fighting for Namibia’s independence 
from apartheid- style South African occupation for 23 
years. The guerrillas are mainly from the Ovambo Tribe, 
comprising about half Namibia’s 1.3 million population. 
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They operate from bases in neighboring Angola to the 
north, with the support of Angolan Government forces 
and their Cuban allies, since the South African military 
has always denied them bases in Namibia. 


SWAPO is said never to have had more than 200 
guerrillas in the country at any one time since the 
mid-1970’s. The Namibian military claim they have 
killed over 12,000 guerrillas since 1966 in a kill ratio of 
around 17 to one. 


The current incursion has brought the war in Ovambo- 
land to its highest level yet, shattering a five-month spell 
in which no significant incidents had been reported and 
which gave the region its first taste of peace in 23 years. 


Informed sources here say the fighting could have been 
based on a massive miscalculation by SWAPO’s leader- 
in-exile, Sam Nujoma. 


The sources say he apparently decided to profit from the 
April | cease-fire to move his fighters into Ovamboland 
in a show of strength to bolster SWAPO’s pre-election 
image. The U.N. has accepted that the guerrillas had no 
overt hostile intent. 


But the carnage started when they ran into battle- 
hardened police, soon bolstered by South African and 
Namibian troops, instead of the friendly U.N. peace- 
keeping force they had expected. 


Mr. Nujoma’s claim that the guerrillas were already in 
Namibia before the April | cease-fire has been rejected 
by the United States the U.N., and most other observers. 


Another theory here is that SWAPO, widely considered 
the favourite to win the November independence elec- 
tions, has begun to doubt its chances, since the organi- 
zation’s political campaign network is not strong. 


The incursion might therefore have been designed to 
delay the elections. If this is true, informed sources say, 
the tactic may succeed. 


Pienaar Calls for SWAPO’s Return to Angola 
MBO0504 162489 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1600 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Text] The critical border situation in South-West Afri- 
ca/Namibia was the subject of urgent talks at Oshakati 
today between the administrator general, Mr Louis Pie- 
naar, UN special Representative Martti Ahtisaari, and 
UNTAG’s [United Nations Transition Assistance 
Group] military commander General Prem Chand. 


Mr Pienaar called on the international community to 
assume responsibility for the implementation of resolu- 
tion 435 and for the return of SWAPO [South-West 
African People’s Organization] rebels over the border to 
Angola. The death toll in the territory has risen to a total 
of 200. 
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The three visitors were met at Oshakati airstrip by 
South-West African police who took them to the base 
where they were informed of latest developments in the 
north. They were told that there were indications of a 
small number of SWAPO rebels returning across the 
border. They were also informed that three SWAPO 
officers had been killed in skirmishes. 


An hour after discussions had started, General Chand 
departed for Windhoek to inform the UN secretary 
general about the latest developments. At a news confer- 
ence afterwards, Mr Pienaar said that the international 
community had to take responsibility for the implemen- 
tation of resolution 435. 


[Begin Pienaar video recording] What is necessary is that 
the international community shall accept responsibility, 
address the problem, and arrange for these people who 
have now crossed the border in the dead of night, 
stealthily, heavily armed, with offensive arms, and with, 
I suggest, offensive intentions, that they should now 
return to where they belong in terms of the agreement 
reached by a total international community, that is, 
above the 16th Parallel in Angola, and that they be 
monitored there. [end recording] 


Mr Ahtisaari was not available for comment after the 
discussions. 


Pienaar Plans Broadcast Appeals to SWAPO 
MB0504 163989 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1600 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Text] South Africa will atiempt to persuade the SWAPO 
{South-West African People’s Organization] insurgents 
in northern South-West Africa/Namibia to surrender or 
to return to Angola. In a letter to the secretary general of 
the United Nations, Dr Javier Perez de Cuellar, South 
African Foreign Minister Pik Botha says the administra- 
tor general of the territory Mr Louis Pienaar, would 
broadcast a message with this import to the northern 
region of the territory. The message will explain that it is 
necessary for the infiltrators to return to their own 
country, but can lay down their arms and surrender or 
withdraw northwards to Angola and later return to vote 
in their own country. Those laying down their arms will 
be given a safe conduct to assembly points under 
UNTAG’s [United Nations Transition Assistance 
Group] supervision, from where then could be trans- 
ported to suitable points north of latitude 16. 


The message will also assure those returning to Angola 
that the Namibian police force will not pursue them. It 
will say that whoever gave orders for SWAPO members 
to infiltrate into Namibia in uniform and heavily armed 
to establish bases and caches of arms misled them, as this 
action is in violation of the peace agreement. 


Mr Botha says the message will be broadcast at regular 
intervals for a week or more. In his ‘tter to the secretary 
general, Mr Botha said he had been informed that a 
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further 300 armed SWAPO personnel crossed the border 
last night. A prisoner had disclosed that he was on the 
border on the 3 April with his group awaiting instruc- 
tions. They had received orders by radio to cross the 
border on the same day. 


RSA, SWAPO on Cease-Fire 
MB0504 165489 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Fighting is still raging in northern Namibia 
between South African security forces and SWAPO 
[South-West African People’s Organization] rebels. It is 
the 5th day since the cease-fire was supposed to come 
into effect on Saturday [1 Apr]. The South African claim 
SWAPO violated the agreement by crossing the border 
into Namibia from Angola, instead of staying in its bases 
north of the 16th Parallel, and the United Nations is 
under fire for not deploying the UNTAG [United 
Nations Transition Assistance Group] in the war zone. 


Well, today, South Africa’s foreign minister, Pik Botha, 
has been spelling out his attitude to the United Nations 
and South Africa's interpretation of the agreement. He 
has also made a surrender offer to SWAPO. Here is what 
he had to say a few minutes ago: 


[Begin Botha recording] I would welcome the introduc- 
tion of UNTAG into the region of the border tonight. If 
you can help, if the British Government can help to do 
so, if you can make more money available, I appeal to 
you: do so immediately. The whole world has said that I 
agreed to withdraw our troops from Angola. We did so 
before a certain date. The whole world said that on | 
April all South African troops must be confined to base. 
We were. We stand ready to comply with each and every 
commitment. Those are the terms. I ask all the parties to 
comply with those terms. And then I have made it clear 
if SWAPO wishes to surrender, put up a white flag, lay 
down their arms, they can gather at assembly points with 
UNTAG present. From there, they can be conducted 
safely, in terms of the agreements, to a point north of the 
16th Parallel. 


I have this morning broadcast to that part of the country, 
appealing to SWAPO, I said: Look, lay down your arms. 
You have been misled. Go back. It is not necessary to die 
for your country in this way. Go back and then return 
legally without arms. You cannot enter Britain with arms 
and RPG’s and SAM missiles. You cannot do so in any 
country of the world. They must enter at designated 
points in terms of Resolution 435 to receive identify 
documents. They know the procedure. Mr Nujoma 
knows the procedure. I am sure the BBC knows the 
procedure. I am now appealing to you: Just let us debate 
on the terms of the agreements, the facts and the truth. 
[end recording] 
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Well, that is the South African offer to SWAPO: lay 
down your arms, surrender and be taken back to the 16th 
Parallel. 


On the line to Luanda, Julian Bouger asked SWAPO’s 
Information Secretary Hidipo Hamutenya what was his 
response was to Mr Botha’s offer. 


[Begin recording] [Hamutenya] Our view is that the 
priority at this moment is to effect cease-fire uncondi- 
tionally. We are not very much interested in precondi- 
tions at this stage. We want the UNTAG to do their part 
and what they can do now is to issue cease-fire orders, set 
a definite hour, that by a certain time all shooting must 
stop. We believe that UNTAG officers can go there with 
UN-marked cars, with UN flags on them flying high, 
with loudspeakers telling them that ceasefire has been 
agreed upon. At the same time, SWAPO commanders 
and Ahtisaari’s commander, who has borrowed some of 
the South African Army, can order the shooting to stop. 
Ahtisaari, we are told, is the one who has authorized the 
South African troops to go into action. We think that he 
can again go back to his South African friends and tell 
them to now order their men to stop shooting. We will do 
the same thing on our part. 


[Bouger] So have you communicated this directly to Mr 
Ahtisaari? 


[Hamutenya] Well, we have not been talking to him, but 
his representative’s here whom we are talking with. 


[Bouger] And what is their response to this proposal of 
yours? 


{Hamutenya] Well, they say they will communicate our 
ideas to him. We are waiting to see about his reaction. 


[Bouger] Isn’t this all happening very slowly, considering 
the scale of the killing? 


[Hamutenya] Weil, that is again...[pauses] we feel (7it is) 
the responsibility of UNTAG. If Botha can come to 
Namibia to bring peace, they ought to act with speed 
under all circumstances and we do not seem to see that 
happening. They do not seem to be interested. 


[Bouger] Now, if you are talking to UNTAG and you 
have communicated this to them, that you are willing to 
stop the fighting, what do you think they are waiting for? 


{Hamutenya] I do not know. I wish (?they could) answer 
that themselves. 


{Bouger] As far as Pik Botha’s offer is concerned, you are 
going to ignore that? 


[Hamutenya] Well, we do not think the question of 
asking people to surrender is the issue. We want to 
believe that again his troops are at the disposal of 
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UNTAG and we do not think that UNTAG is interested 
in the question of who will be the vanquished and who 
will be the victor. [end recording] 


Further on Pik Botha Proposal to SWAPO 
MB0504 183089 Johannesburg Television Service in 
Afrikaans 1800 GMT § Apr 89 


[Text] Mr Pik Botha today broadcast over the SABC 
external service, Radio RSA, a call on SWAPO to pull its 
soldiers north of the 16th Parallel. He said the insurgents 
should surrender to the South-West African police so 
that they can return to Angola. 


[Begin Botha voice recording] I can only hope and trust 
that SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organiza- 
tion] leadership will come to their senses soon and stop 
this senseless killing. SWAPO must hand over its weap- 
ons, hoist a white flag, and nothing will happen to them 
if they surrender to the South-West African police. Then 
they can be safely returned north of the 16th Parallel. I 
personally am calling on all SWAPO who are in South- 
West Africa to lay down their weapons, stop fighting. If 
you lay down your arms and hoist a white flag, then you 
could be taken into custody and returned to Angola in 
safety, be disarmed there and later allowed to return 
through certain points unarmed, where you can be 
identified. This responsibility, which has killed so many 
people, lays squarely at the door of SWAPO leadership. 
{end recording] 


Pienaar Ultimatum to SWAPO 
MB0504 174689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1746 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek April 5 SAPA—The Namibian admin- 
istrator-general, Mr Louis Pienaar, has given SWAPO 
{South-West African People’s Organization] combants at 
present clashing with South African-led forces in north- 
ern Namibia until noon [1000 GMT] Saturday, April 8, 
to lay down their arms. 


At a press conference at administration headquarters 
this evening, Mr Pienaar stated: “I, as administrator- 
general, who is responsible for the maintenance of law 
and order, guarantee your safe conduct back to your 
bases in Angola. 


“If you do not surrender, turn northwards to Angola with 
your weapons. Tracks leading northwards will not be 
pursued aggressively by the police.” 


In his appeal to the guerrillas, Mr Pienaar made it c! 
that he believed they were illegally within Namibia 
contravention of the United Nations independence plan 
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Nujoma Says Rebels Won't Leave 
AB0504 172589 Paris AFP in English 1653 GMT 
5 Apr 89 


{Text} Harare, April 5 (AFP}—SWAPO [South-West 
Africa People’s Organization] President Sam Nujoma 
vowed Wednesday his guerrillas would not leave Nami- 
bia, where they have been engaged in bloody battles with 
South African-led security forces, and accused the U.N. 
secretary-general’s special representative in the country 
of negligence. 


He told a news conference here that U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 435, on which the Namibian inde- 
pendence process is based, “categorically stated ihat 
South African troops and SWAPO forces found inside 
Namibia” on the day the cease-fire began would be 
confined to their bases by U.N. forces. 


South Africa was deliberately confusing this with the 
accord reached between Angola, Cuba, and South Africa 
last year, which called for guerrillas of his South West 
Africa People’s Organization inside Angola to withdraw 
north of the 16th parallel, Mr Nujoma said. 


“SWAPO has no quarrel about that. But I wanted to 
stick to Resolution 435... we will not leave our country 
for foreign countries,” Mr Nujoma said. 


Asked whether that meant there was no question of 
SWAPO withdrawing the combatants who have been 
fighting security forces in Namibia since Saturday, when 
a formal cease-fire was supposed to go into force, Mr 
Nujoma said: 


“We have been fighting for the last 23 years and this 
freedom of Namibia and implementation of Resolution 
435 has been brought about by those freedom fighters 
and they are not going to leave for anywhere.” 


Mr Nujoma said that forces of the United Nations 
Transitional Assistance Group (UNTAG) had not been 
ready and available to receive SWAPO guerrillas in 
Namibia on the day from which the independence pro- 
cess was to be implemented. 


“On April 1, UNTAG contigents were not there to 
confine either South African or SWAPO forces,” he said. 


He also described as “a lie’ South African charges that 
SWAPO guerrillas had crossed the border from Angola 
into Namibia on April 1. 


South Africa, he said, was “just a bad colonial power” 
and “does not want to decolonise Namibia. SWAPO 
cannot be responsible for the actions of the South 
African colonial power.” 
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Mr Nujoma said he had faith in the U.N. as an interna- 
tional body, but “what is happening here is negligence on 
the part of the U.N. Secretary-General (Javier Perez de 
Cuellar) and his special representative (Marrti Ahti- 
saari). 


“They should have not gone to Namibia and arrived 
there naked without their forces,” he said. 


Mr Nujoma noted that only about a thousand of the 
4,650 UNTAG troops due to oversee the independence 
process were in the country, and said that most of them 
were near the capital Windhoek. 


“Where the fighting is taking place they only have four. 
What can four men do?” he said. 


Asked what instructions his guerrillas in Namibia had 
been given in light of reports that South Africa was 
moving reinforcements into northern Namibia, Mr 
Nujoma said they had received orders to abide by 
Resoiution 435 and were ready to be confined to base 
and mnonitored by UNTAG. 


“If South Africa sends in more troops and they fire at our 
freedom fighters... they (SWAPO) will have no choice 
but to respond in self- defence.” 


Asked where the bases to which SWAPO guerrilas should 
be confined were, Mr Nujoma said “all over Namibia.” 


“It is up to the commanders of UNTAG in agreement 
with (guerrila) commanders to choose the area and 
allocate them there, where uicy can receive provisions 
such as food, water and medical services,” the SWAPO 
president said. 


Mr Nujoma called on the U.N. Security Council to meet 
and ensure that the full UNTAG military component 
was deployed “to help create a climate of peace.” 


He was speaking at the end of a three-day conference on 
support for post-independence Namibia organized by 
the Association of West European Parliamentarians for 
Action Against Apartheid (AWEPAA). 


He was due to leave Harare later for Luanda, where a 
summit meeting of the Frontline States—Angola, Bots- 
wana, Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimba- 
bwe—is due to be held Thursday. 


In a closing statement, the AWEPAA Council expressed 
“deep shock” at events in Namibia since April 1, ““which 
indicate the wholly inadequate resources available to 
UNTAG to carry out its appointed duty.” 


This had led to “undesirable reliance on the existing 
South African-controlled structures and personnel” and 
was a predictable result of having only a fraction of the 
envisaged UNTAG force present. 
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In London, SWAPO said in a communique its leaders 
were ready to announce cessation of hostilities and go 
together with UNTAG forces to the scene of the fighting 
to issue cease-fire insturctions to SWAPO combatants. 


A senior officer of its armed wing, Vuno Shaanika, was 
in the Angolan capital Luanda waiting for a response 
from UNTAG, the communique said. 


It repeated that a few hours before the cease-fire formaly 
went into effect early Saturday, SWAPO fighters had 
been regrouping to positions to be able to contact 
UNTAG in order to be confined to bases inside Namibia 
in accordance with Resolution 435, and had “acted in 
self-defence” when attacked. 


In Luanda, the Angolan news agency ANGOP also 
quoted SWAPO’s information Chief Hidipo Hamutenya 
as saying cease-fire arrangements could be made in a 
matter of hours and that UNTAG’s reply was still 
awaited. 


Official Says UN Forces Not Fully Deployed 
AB0504 173589 Dakar PANA in English 
1710 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek, 5 April (ZIANA/PANA)—A Senior 
United Nations official in Namibia on Wednesday said 
there would have been no clashes between SWAPO 
[South-West African People’s Organization] guerrillas 
and South African forces had the UN peacekeeping force 
been fully deployed by Saturday. 


“The reason for our absence from the north when the 
war broke out was that we had indicated to the UN 
General Assembly that we needed six weeks to be fully 
operational but we were not given that time,” he said. 


Director in the office of the UN special representative in 
Namibia, Cedric Thornberry, told newsmen that there 
was no problem with getting the personnel into Namibia, 
but that the major stumbling block was finding them 
accommodation, vehicles and equipment. 


He, however, said the “redeployment of South African 
troops was an extremely unfortunate event,” adding that 
the South Africans had been told at the time of redeploy- 
ment to act with restraint. 


Thornberry said UN Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar gave “limited authority” to South African troops 
for their redeployed into northern Namibia following 
claims by Pretoria that SWAPO had infiltrated 1,000 
armed men in violation of a ceasefire which took effect 
on Saturday. 


He said the authority for the redeployment of South 
African troops could be withdrawn if it became neces- 
sary, adding that it would have to be done by Perez de 
Cuellar. 
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The clashes, which have so far claimed about 200 lives, 
are reported to be continuing. 


Mr Thornberry said the arrival of the rest of the United 
Nations Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG) contin- 
gent was being advanced as only 921 were already in 
Namibia, [words indistinct] of them in the northern 
areas as military observers. 


He conceded that the situation was getting worse and 
that urgent measures were being taken to secure a 
cease-fire agreeable to both sides. 


“When the police and military contingents of UNTAG 
arrive and are deployed, their role would be to maintain 
the cease-fire which we hope will be in force then,” ke 
said. 


Meanwhile the UNTAG force commander, Lt. Gen 
Prem Chand, returned early Wednesday morning from 
the north where he and the UN special representative 
Martti Ahtisaari went yesterday to assess the situation. 


Residents Criticize UN Team’s Performance 
MB0504182089 Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English 
4 Apr 89 pl, 5 


[Text] UNTAG [United Nations Transition Assistance 
Group] has come under strong criticism from both 
villagers and residents of the two main towns in northern 
Namibia following the sudden out break of war on April 
1, 1989, between South African security forces and 
PLAN [People’s Liberation Army of Namibia] combat- 
ants. 


It was reported that the heavy fighting in the area has 
claimed the lives of at least 120 guerrillas and 20 
members of the South African security forces, while 
dozens of other fighters were wounded. 


It was also reported that four guerrillas were captured by 
security forces. Meanwhile residents in the area have 
expressed their utter disappointment at what they 
termed the “disinterest and apathy,” which, they said 
UNTAG seem to be revealing in the issue. 


One Oshakati resident confirmed that villagers delegated 
some residents to go to Oshakati to UNTAG and report 
the fighting and the fact that bodies remained on the 
battle scene for longer than 24 hours. Two Malaysian 
UNTAG members who were reportedly informed about 
the incident, revealed an attitude of indifference to the 
matter, and continued reading their novels while seated 
next to the check point into ‘White Oshakati.“ 


Namibians in the area were further especially annoyed at 
the fact that Koevoet [Crowbar], which allegedly was 
disbanded, but in fact incorporated into the SWA Police 
force, reportedly fired first at some PLAN combatants 
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who had earlier been operating in the area, but were busy 
regrouping to be eventually demobilised and confined to 
base in terms of UN Resolution 435. 


According to some eyewitnesses, PLAN combatants told 
them that they were not there to fight, as a ceasefire 
agreement had been reached, in terms of which all 
hostilities were to be ceased. 


The witnesses, who pointed out that police prevented 
them from seeing the bodies of the dead combatants, 
indicated that “something has gone wrong with 435,” 
and that police therefore “are hiding something,” regard- 
ing the incident. 


“Just where was UNTAG? What are they doing? Why 
don’t they come up here, and see for themselves what is 
happening in the area? asked several concerned civilians, 
who even went to the extent of accusing UNTAG of 
possible “collaboration with the Boers.“ 


Expressing their disappointment at the way UNTAG has 
thus far conducted its monitoring of the transition 
period to Namibia’s independence in terms of Resolu- 
tion 435, angry civilians have appealed to th UN body to 
seriously and immediately reconsider its role in the 
territory, and to reverse its decision to allow the rede- 
ployment of certain of the SADF’s units, including 
Battalion 101. 


Meanwhile SAPA reported that the SWA Police esti- 
mated that 750 insurgents had crossed the border from 
Angola into Namibia and that a regional chief of staff of 
PLAN, known as Heidongo, had been identified among 
the SWAPO fatalities. 


SAPA further reported that six battalions of the SWATF 
had been activated from their confinement to bases, in 
accordance with an agreement between the Administra- 
tor-General, Mr Louis Pienaar, and the UN special 
representative for Namibia, Mr Martti Ahtisaari. 


Nujoma’s ‘Bluff’ Fails, Shatters Credibility 
MB0504 194089 (Clandestine) Radio Truth in English 
to Zimbabwe 1730 GMT 4 Apr 89 


[Text] All the evidence from the most impeccable 
sources [word indistinct] that SWAPO [South-West Afri- 
can People’s Organization] leader, Sam Nujoma, tried to 
pull of the biggest contrick of the year, and was caught 
out. Through his propaganda machine he has been 
claiming [word indistinct] that his armed forces had 
bases inside Namibia. It was a blatant lie, but it fooled 
the gullibles of the United Nations and sympathizers 
around the world. 


With the Namibian peace plan and the arrival of United 
Nations troops as observers, Nujoma realized that his 
propaganda would be revealed as a false [word indis- 
tinct] so he hatched the most diabolical plan. He calcu- 
lated that on | April, the South African Defense Force 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


and the Namibian territorial force would be confined to 
their bases, the UNTAG [United Nations Transition 
Assistance Group] force would still be very thin on the 
ground, and major police attention would be focused on 
Windhoek for the official launch of the independence 
process. 


Nujoma schemed that if he could get a thousand or more 
of his terrorists from Angola into Namibia, he could 
claim that they had been there all along. So he launched 
an incursion across a wide front with his men armed to 
the teeth, but hoping to meet no resistance. He assumed 
that their presence (?in strength) in Namibia would give 
SWAPO a tremendous propaganda boost to the sched- 
uled elections. 


Improvising and implementing this dirty plan, Nujoma 
was fully aware that he was violating all of the solemn 
pledges he had made to abide by a cease-fire and to 
conform to the terms of Security Council resolution, but 
he thought that he could get away with it. It was a gross 
miscalculation and it has backfired with a vengeance. 
His colossal bluff has failed and his credibility has been 
shattered. 


SWAPO Spokesman Says 38 Killed in Fighting 
MB0604064889 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
0510 GMT 6 Apr 89 


[Text] A SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organi- 
zation] spokesman has denied South Africans reports 
that nearly 200 SWAPO freedom fighters have been 
killed in the fighting. He said 38 SWAPO fighters have 
died. 


The Namibian authorities have said they will give 
SWAPO members until Saturday to lay down their 
weapons or make their way to Angola. But SWAPO has 
said its forces have the right to ’e in Namibia and they 
would not withdraw. 


Inspector Updates ‘Heavy Fighting’ Near Nkongo 
MB0604083589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0826 GMT 6 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek April 6 SAPA—SWAPO [South-West 
African People’s Organization] combatants wearing 
Kenyan Army uniforms have been shot by SWA Police 
and Territory Force units in the most recent clashes in 
northern Namibia, a SWA Police spokesman, Chief 
Inspector Derek Brune said today. 


Heavy fighting is taking place in and around Nkongo in 
the east of Owambo where large groups of insurgents 
have been reported. 


Clashes near Ruacana on the Angolan border in the east 
are also continuing, but have not escalated since yester- 
day, according to Inspector Brune. 
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The situation in the central region is “reasonably quiet,” 
although sporadic skirmishes are being reported. 


Almost 1500 SWAPO fighters are reported to be in 
northern Namibia and 200 have been killed and seven 
taken prisoner in the conflict which started on April 1, 
the official start of the implementation of the United 
Nations-sponsored peace plan for the country. Twenty- 
three policemen and one SA soldier have died in the 
strife-torn area. 


Inspector Brune also said SWAPO fighters wearing cam- 
ouflage dress used by FAPLA (Angolan Army) had been 
shot and taken prisoner. 


Police Accused of ‘No Prisoners’ Policy 
MB0604 102889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1015 GMT 6 Apr 89 


[Text] Windhoek, April 6, SAPA—SWA Police today 
denied an allegation by two Windhoek lawyers that 
security forces engaged against SWAPO [South-West 
African People’s Organization] guerrillas in northern 
Namibia seemed to have adopted a policy of taking no 
prisoners. 


A spokesman for the SWA Police in Windhoek said 
today it was SWA Police policy, and stated in the Police 
Act, that the “first action is to apprehend a suspect.” 
Shooting, he said, was a last resort but “these people 
have no intention of being apprehended. 


“They have laid mined ambushes and thereby initiated 
the fire fight,” he said, adding they (SWAPO fighters) 
were “well trained, heavily armed and aggressive.” 


The two lawyers, Mr David Smuts and Miss Michaela 
Clayton of the Legal Assistance Centre in Windhoek, 
have handed a seven-page report on their findings on 
conditions in northern Namibia to the UN special rep- 
resentative, Mr Martti Ahtisaari, according to a report in 
THE NAMIBIAN newspaper today. 


The report, drawn up at the request of clients including 
individuals, organisations and mass movements, 
described “frightened” people fleeing their homes in 
villages in the Okahange and Endola areas where the 
heavy fighting started on Saturday. 


At the scene of the first clash the lawyers found clothing, 
medical supplies and canned foods. Many of the cans 
still contained food indicating the guerrillas were eating 
at the time of the attack, the report said. 


A Namibian churchman, a Pastor Ndikwakalunga of 
Endola, said the guerrillas had told local inhabitants they 
were not there to fight but awaited a command about 
where to report so as to be confined to base and moni- 
tored by the United Nations Transition Assistance 
Group. 
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The lawyers were taken to a spot 10km from Endola and 
shown 21 decomposing bodies. 


“The corpses were gathered in an open area and clearly 
visible to people living in the area and passers by,” the 
lawyers reported. 


They expressed their “gravest concern” at the fact so few 
prisoners were taken and said: “We are obliged to infer 
from the circumstances that there would appear to be a 
policy of not taking any further prisoners after allegedly 
capturing the first two guerrillas.” 


The lawyers were refused permission to see or speak to 
the captured fighters being detained under Proclamation 
AG9 which provides for 30 days detention without trial. 


SWAPO Said Willing To Adopt Cease-Fire 
MB0604 103889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1028 GMT 6 Apr 89 


[Text] Harare April 6 SAPA—The South West Africa 
People’s Organisation (SWAPO) said today it was will- 
ing to announce a cessation of hostilities in northern 
Namibia where heavy fighting has left a huge toll, the 
national news agency ZIANA reports. 


In a dispatch from Angola, SWAPO information and 
publicity secretary, Hidipo Hamutenya, said the military 
council of the People’s Liberation Army of Namibia 
(PLAN), had offered to place its senior military com- 
manders at the disposal of UNTAG [UN Transition 
Assistance Group] to announce a cessation of hostilities. 


He said SWAPO was waiting to hear from UNTAG. 
“Regrettably, UNTAG is moving very slowly,” Mr 
Hamutenya said. 


Commander Uuno Shaanika, who is in Luanda for 
discussions with UNTAG, was quoted as saying PLAN’s 
senior officers were in Luanda waiting to hear from 
UNTAG. 


He said they were willing to announce a cessation of 
hostilities and go to the conflict area with members of 
UNTAG to issue instructions to their forces on the 
battlefield. 


Mr Hamuyenya said SWAPO was also | to 
broadcast on Radio in Angola and Namibia instructions 
to its combatants to end the fighting. 


“We believe we can do this in a matter of hours but we 
have had no response as yet from UNTAG,” he said. 


He said the fighting in northern Namibia began when 
PLAN combatants inside Namibia were regrouping at a 
position from which they could contact UNTAG person- 
nel with a view to their being confined to bases inside the 
territory, as provided for in the UN Security Council 
Resolution 435. 
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He questioned Pretoria’s contention that the South Afri- 
can forces who fought with PLAN combatants on Satur- 
day were police. 


“The people who started the shooting got there in 
Casspir armed combat vehicles. These are heavy weap- 
ons and not for the police. According to Resolution 435, 
the police are supposed only to wear light defensive 


weapons. 


“The people who attacked the PLAN units were heavily 
armed and, therefore, not the police, as the South 
Africans would like the world to believe,” he said. 


SWAPO’s Kanala Calls for End to Fighting 
MB060405 1989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2227 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Text] Johannesburg, April 5, SAPA—One of the main 
military chiefs of the South West Africa People’s Orga- 
nisation, Juno Shanika, known as “Kanala,” today said 
after a meeting with officers in UNTAG [UN Transition 
Assistance Group] liaison group, which is based in the 
Angolan capital, Luanda, his organisation was ready to 
announce an end to hostilities in northern Namibia. 


SABC’s Africa Desk quotes a correspondent for Radio 
France Internationale as reporting Gen Kanala was 
ready to go to the conflict zone, under the protection of 
the United Nations Forces, in order to give instructions 
to SWAPO combatants. 
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Zimbabwe 


M Questions Suitability of UN’s Ahtisaari 
MbboD40o0089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2230 GMT 5 Apr 89 


[Text] Harare April 5 SAPA—Zimbabwean President 
and Non-Aligned Movement Chairman Mr Robert 
Mugabe today sent a hard-hitting letter to United 
Nations secretary-general, Dr Javier Perez de Cuellar, in 
which he questioned the suitability of the UN special 
representative in Namibia Mr Martti Ahtisaari, ZIANA, 
the national news agency, reports. 


He said some decision taken by Mr Ahtisaari were 
tantamount to monumental errors of judgement and 
displayed a shocking insensitivity to the feelings of 
Namibians. 


Mr Mugabe said it was difficult to understand why, at 
the beginning of the fighting between SWAPO [South- 
West African People’s Organization] guerrillas and 
South African forces in northern Namibia on Saturday, 
and even before, the UN peace-keeping forces had not 
taken any initiative to assert their presence in potential 
areas of trouble. 


“Because this precaution had not been taken, the special 

representative of the secretary-general took his most 

objectionable step, one which, unless fully explained, 

casts serious doubts about his suitability to be entrusted 

= = a delicate and grave responsibility,” said Mr 
ugabe. 


He said Mr Ahtisaari granted South Africa's request to 

drive away SWAPO combatants, who were reported to 

be crossing into Namibia in “utter violation” of the UN 

a Council Resolution 435 for Namibia's indepen- 
nce. 


As a result, said Mr Mugabe, South African troops were 
continuing their terror and murder campaigns against 
innocent Namibians. 


* Envoy Calls For Joint Bank, Explains Crisis 
34000348a Enugu DAILY STAR in English 
9 Mar 89 p 9 


[Text] Nigeria and Benin are to open a joint bank in 
Benin aimed at reviving the banking system in that 
country under the economic co-operation between the 
two neighbours, the Benin ambassador to Nigeria, Mr 
Patrice Houngavou said in Lagos. 


He told the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) that the idea 
of the bank followed the “great success” achieved in 
existing joint ventures in sugar and cement companies. 


Mr Houngavou said that the baning system in his coun- 
try needed revamping to offset the “huge debts” owed 
the banks by the Benin private sector and unprofitable 
parastatals. 


According to him, the Benin government has scrapped a 
number of the unviable parastatals adding that the 
existing government companies rendered mainly social 
— and contributed very little to the government 
coffers. 


He said that his country was currently negotiating a 
Structural Adjustment Programme with the IMF and 
World Bank, as part of the government's economic 


recovery package. 


On the recent industrial and campus crises in Benin, the 
envoy blamed the situation on the drastic fall in tax 
revenue, which accounts for more than 90 percent of the 


national budget. 


Mr Houngavou said that it was never the intention of 
President Matheiu Kerekou Administration to “delay 
workers’ salary or payment of students’ bursaries,” 
which led to the industrial and university strikes in 
January. 


“Benin is a rich country, but the government is poor,” 
according to the ambassador, who explained that the 
Situation was due partly to the meagre earnings from 
cotton and palm oil, the country’s major export com- 
modities and the low returns from taxation following tax 
evasion, sm, ging and the dissolution of the insolvent 
parastatals. 


Mr Houngavou said the situation had been normalised 
and workers had been paid their salary arrears, and the 
students their bursaries. 


The envoy also stated that his invitation was still open to 
Nigerian journalists wishing to find out the truth, adding 
that it would be in the interest of both nations for the 
media to cross-check facts. 
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He said that in most cases, adverse media reports on 
Benin were not based on facts, emphasising that it was 
“vital for the Nigerian press to have first hand knowl- 
edge of events in neighbouring Benin republic.” 


“Benin attaches a great importance to its relations and 
co-operation with Nigeria for the mutual benefit of their 
people and in the spirit of regional integration” Mr 
Houngavou declared. 


He defended the trial and jail terms of between 5 and 20 
years passed on 5 Benin nationals accused of a coup 
attempt against President Kerekou last June. 


“It will be wrong for a few disgruntled elements who 
want to take undue advantage of the country’s economic 
difficulties, which are not caused by the government to 
cause disaffection and attempt to unseat a popular 
administration,” Mr Houngavou said. 


He noted that economic adversity was not peculiar to 
Benin, stressing that governments required “under- 
standing and co-operation” of its citizens to achieve 
economic and political stability. 


Ivory Coast 


* Relations With South Africa Detailed 
34190154a Paris LIBERATION in French 
21 Mar 89 p 26 


[Article by Stephen Smith: “Abidjan: Pretoria’s Oasis in 
Black Africa”; with introductory editorial paragraph; 
passages enclosed in slantlines printed in English] 


[Text] An ardent advocate of dialogue, [President Felix] 
Houphouet-Boigny still maintains close ties with South 
Africa. Pretoria even has an unofficial ambassador in 
Abidjan providing the “Old Man” with valuable help in 
bringing his great plans to fruition. 


Abidjan—Gray-haired, bushy-bearded Albert Warnich 
carries his 40 years lightly. He is, par excellence, the man 
who keeps his flag hidden in his pocket. His French is 
peppered with English idioms, and he allows only the 
most innocent of passions—sailing—to be glimpsed 
behind the veil of his discretion. Since establishing 
himself in the Ivorian capital last September, Albert 
Warnich has wanted to send for his boat, so he can sail 
about in the Abidjan lagoon and off the Ivorian coast. A 
pleasure which he is likely to be granted, precisely on 
condition that he refrain from hoisiing his flag. For 
Albert Warnich is, de facto, South Africa's first ambas- 
sador to the Ivory Coast. 


President Houphouet-Boigny has always coupled his 
disdain for “tom-tom diplomacy” with an unshakable 
conviction that “dialogue” with Pretoria is essential. In 
defiance of boycott resolutions passed by the Organiza- 
tion of African Unity (OAV), the “Old Man™ has main- 
tained close ties with South Africa. Back when John 


FBiS-AFR-89-065 
6 April 1989 


Voster [as printed] was South Africa’s president, he even 
dispatched his information minister, Laurent Dona- 
Fologo, to the scene. Accompanied by his French wife, 
with her milk-white skin and hair as blonde as wheat, the 
Ivorian emissary created an uproar in the land of apart- 
heid—while at the same time unleashing a storm of 
protest in the rest of the continent. 


Abidjan subsequently conducted itself with greater dis- 
cretion. Reforms were hoped for in South Africa, though 
the upsurge of violence in the black /townships/ scarcely 
seemed to be leading to a “democratic opening.” Never- 
theiess, the Ivorian Government gave South African 
Airways (SAA) technical landing rights for its flights to 
Europe at the very time economic sanctions were being 
adopted everywhere else...though rarely respected in 
practice. South African missions turned up regularly in 
Abidjan and Yamoussoukro, President Houphouet- 
Boigny’s hometown, which was later built up to be the 
country’s administrative capital. And Glenn Babb, “Mr 
Black Africa” in Pretoria’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
was on familiar terms with numerous Ivorian leaders. 


For many years, businessmen with more or less open 
political connections managed day-to-day relations 
between Ivory Coast and South Africa. Ensconced in the 
Postel 2000 tower in the heart of Abidjan, Marcello Mayo 
and his wife, Kathy, handled this task discreetly and 
effectively. But within a year and a half interchanges of 
every kind broadened so much in scope that they had to be 
managed at a higher level. The former first secretary in the 
South African Embassy in Paris was then sent to Abidjan. 
A career diplomat, he is the first permanent political 
representative of his country in Ivory Coast and probably 
one of the three “unofficial” ambassadors Pretoria 
appointed last year to posts in black Africa. “Pik” Botha, 
South Africa’s chief diplomat, made the disclosure last 21 
February before Parliament at Capetown, without how- 
ever giving out the names of the host countries. 


Albert Warnich is no less active for being an unknown in 
Abidjan’s diplomatic circles. “Please, please, don't ever 
mention me,” this bon vivant urgently implores the few 
friends he has in a social life fatally limited by his 
concern to avoid notice. Up to now the man from 
Pretoria has remained almost completely invisible, 
except for his involvement in one very special operation: 
the provision of fauna for the Apokouamekro animal 
park. This is a project dear to the heart of President 
Houphouet-Boigny, whose advanced age (83 years) does 
not seem to have dimmed his bold imagination. At the 
end of the month, the Ivorian leader will go to Rome to 
make the pope a gift of the largest Christian edifice in the 
world, Our Lady of Peace of Yamoussoukro, which he 
has built from his “private funds.” 


The Ivorian president's grand visions are also in evi- 
Jence in the Kan Valley 50 kilometers from there. Some 
62,500 hectares of undulating countryside have already 
been enclosed to form the site of a fabulous “safari 
park.” The most spectacular African animals will live 
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there in complete freedom, for the great enjoyment of 
future xourists who will be able to admire them from 
their hotel rooms perched on the banks of a natural lake. 


South Africa will have made a large contribution to this 
idyllic scene: on December 20 five elephant calves arrived 
by special boat from the national park in Natal. On 28 
February they were joined by two white rhinoceroses. In 
all, some 5,000 animals are expected to make the trip from 
South Africa. “It is an immense operation, one which by 
itself is enough to justify my presence in South Africa,” 
explains Albert Warnich, maintaining earnestly that he 
“definitively resigned from [the Ministry of] Foreign 
Affairs to join the National Park Board...” 


Like the basilica, whose estimated cost is Fr 1.6 billion, 
the Apokouamekro project is less than universally pop- 
ular in a country crushed under an external debt burden 
of close to $9 billion. The cost of preparing the animal 
park will come to Fr 120 million, whereas the country 
does not even have enough money to provide mainte- 
nance and adequate protection for the eight existing 
national parks. Survival of the animals is everywhere 
threatened by unrestrained planting and the destructive 
work of poachers. In February, as part of the effort to 
populate the “safari park,” 21 Zulu trackers and 7 white 
South African animal wardens arrived to track down the 
last remaining beasts in Comoe National Park. 


“Certainly, Ivory Coast is nobody's private preserve, but 
the South African penetration is nonetheless disquiet- 
ing,” confides a French businessman in the Ivorian 
capital. However, he still proudly offers “grapes fresh 
from Capetown” for dessert. Since November 1987, 
when SAA and the French private company UTA 
obtained full air traffic rights—both have weekly flights 
between Abidjan and Johannesburg—South African pro- 
duce has been available in many supermarkets in the 
Ivorian capital: with meat, vegetables and wine coming 
from the tip of the continent, it should be only a short 
step to the introduction of “Boer cuisine.” 


Politics and trade apparently make good bedfellows. 
Shortly after Peter Botha’s official visit to Yamous- 
soukro last October, a delegation of South African busi- 
nessmen arrived to reconnoiter the terrain. Led by 
David Muirhead, director of the Africa department of 
the /South African Foreign Trade Organization 
(SAFTOY, it reportedly led to the signing of several 
contracts. In January, to facilitate the increasing fre- 
quency of travel between the two countries, the visa 
requirement was eliminated for stays of less than 14 
days. South African tourists are delighted: blacklisted in 
many black African countries, they frolic serenoly at the 
Club Med in Assini, 70 kilometers west of Abidjan. 
Announcements there are made in French, English, 
Italian, and Afrikaans. 


Last Friday, on the flight to Johannesburg, five boys 
impeccably dressed in blue blazers with heraldic arms 
quickly became the darlings of the flight crew. Pioneers 
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in an exchange program between the Rotary Clubs of 
Abidjan and Johannesburg, the young South Africans— 
three whites and two blacks—shared their impressions 
weeks spent in the Ivory Coast. “It was super!” 
exulted Hartslief in perfect French. “I had never been to 
a black African country, not even to Zimbabwe,” he said 
before shaking his biond head in a sign of disapproval: 
“But that basilica in the middle of the jungle is still 
bizarre in a country so poor.” One of his black comrades 
went even further in his recollection of a bush hospital: 
“A real butcher's stall. They live badly, the people, but 
somehow they seem happy.” 


“And no one asked you what you think of apartheid?” 


“Yes, yes, everywhere, but we told them it isn't a problem 
with us anymore. It's a problem with our parents...” 


Nigeria 


Natural Gas Use for Energy 
NEW NIGERIAN in English 


* Lakman U 
340003 25c 
24 Feb 89 pp 1, 3 


[Article by Nkem Agetua] 


[Text] The Minister of Petroleum Resources, Dr. Rilwanu 
Lukman has urged industrialists in the country to change 
their source of energy from liquid fuel to natural gas. 


Dr. Rilwanu made the call yesterday during the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) Day at the 
11th Kaduna International Trade Fair, in Kaduna. 


He said that the corporation planned to encourage those 
planning new industries to think of using gas instead of 
the very expensive liquid fuel such as low pour fuel oil, 
high pour fuel oil, automotive gas, oil or even kerosene 
and petrol. 


The minister assured that the corporation on its part 
would make gas available through the NNPC and that 
infrastructures for making it reach those who needed it 
have been put in place. 


Dr. Lukman pointed out that the theme for this year’s 
participation which is “The gas alternative as source of 
energy’ was specially chosen in order to amplify govern- 
ment’s new focus on gas utilization in Nigeria. 


Apart from natural gas, the NNPC is also drawing 
attention to the many other uses of Liquefied Petroleum 
Gas (LPG) distinct from its traditional use as cooking 
gas in Nigeria. 


The NNPC subsidiary-pipelines and products marketing 
company which presented LPG at the fair demonstrated 
to visitors at their stand how gas could be used to power 
home electricity, generators, refrigerators and even 
motor cars. 
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Another subsidiary member of the NNPC group—the 
Eleme Petrochemicals Company Limited (IPCL) exhib- 
ited end-use products of the elementary products 
expected from the complex. 


Well-known products and services of the NNPC were 
also on display at the fair and these included petrol, 
kerosene, fuel oils, automotive gas oil, base oils, waxes, 
asphalt, sulphur, petrochemicals such as polypropylene, 
resins, carbon black, linea. alkyl benzene kero solvent 
and heavy alkylates. 


* Aikhomu Explains Reasons for Changes at NEC 
34000346b Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
8 Mar 89 pp 1 & 12 


{Article by Frank Akinola] 


[Text] The need for a credible organisation and leader- 
ship that is above board necessitated the reconstitution 
of the National Electoral Commission [NEC], Chief of 
general Staff, Vice Admiral Augustus Aikhomu said in 
Lagos yesterday. 


Speaking while swearing in the new chairman of NEC, 
Prof. Humphrey Nwosu and new members, Admiral 
Aikhomu said that as the transition to civil rule moved 
further from local government election, “it has become 
increasingly necessary to ensure that the National Elec- 
toral Commission which is charged with this critical 
responsibility is credible and above board both in lead- 
ership and organisation. 


“*It is for this reason that the Federal Government decided 
to reconstitute the National Electoral Commission. 


He told the new members that the reconstitution was 
based on the urgent need for a much better organisation, 
structure and firm grip of responsibility by the National 
Electoral Commission and sensitivity to the essence and 
objectives of the political transition programme. 


Admiral Aikhomu emphasised that probity by members 
of the commission, co-operation and team work and 
credible leadership were essential for success. 


“Accordingly, you are expected by government, individ- 
ually and collectively, to demonstrate these characteris- 
tics at all times in the discharge of your functions. You 
cannot afford to disappoint the nation.” 


In response, Prof. Humphrey Nwosu thanked the Fed- 
eral Government for appointing him and other mem- 
bers, noting that the assignment was enormous, sensitive 
and demanding. 


He said, for a successful tenure, there was need for total 
commitment, integrity, probity and dexterity of all mem- 
bers. 
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“We are aware of the expectations of the Federal Gov- 
ernment and millions of our countrymen for us to 
conduct free and fair election through 1989-1992. 


“] want to assure you that we are equal to the task ahead 
of us. We are determined to succeed.” 


Members of the commission who were sworn in yester- 
day include Prof. Adele Jinadu, Mrs. Eno Irukwu, Dr. 
Ibrahim, Kiyawa, Ambassador Gabriel ljewere, Chief 
Yinusa Oyeyemi and Ambassador Al-Garali. 


Others are Alhaji Aliyu Hadara, Dagogo Jack and Alhaji 
Aliyu Umar who serves as the secretary. 


* Paper Opposes Crestion of One-Party State 
34000346c Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
8 Mar 89 p 10 


[Text] In his latest book, “Constitution for National Inte- 
gration and Development,” launched recently, General 
Olusegun Obasanjo suggested a one-party system for the 
country. It is of course tempting to dismiss the General's 
call as a mere academic exercise because it came after the 
country has already settled for a two-party system. Such a 
contention would however, amount to underestimation of 
the influence that the opinion of people like General 
Obasanjo, can have on a significant part of the population. 
This is why it is important to point out, once again, the 
dangers of a one-party system and its incompatibility with 
democracy in any meaningful sense. 


Nowhere is the severe limitation of the one-party system 
better demonstrated than in Algeria which, since inde- 
pendence on 3 July 1962, has been a one-party, socialist- 
oriented state. Recent political and constitutional 
changes within that country, under President Chadli 
Bendjedid have moved it in the direction of a multi- 
party democracy. Not only have the people, in a refer- 
endum, called for an end to one-party dictatorship, but a 
capitalist party has actually been formed and others are 
said to be in the offing. In addition, the military has 
detached itself from the ruling National Liberation Front 
(FLN) to which it was officially aligned. Now, the 
question is this: If Algeria, 27 years after independence, 
is discarding the one-party system in favour of a multi- 
party democracy, why should anybody be asking us to 
adopt this same one-party system? 


We are aware of the arguments always put up for ‘he 
adoption of the one- party system in Africa. This, its 
proponents contend, is the best way to achieve national 
unity, political stability and rapid economic progress. 
The experience in Nkrumah's Ghana, Sekcou Toure's 
Guinea, Nyerere’s Tanzania, Kaunda’s Zambia and now 
Algeria certainly do not recommend the one-party sys- 
tem to anybody. 


On the political front, the one-party state only creates a 
semblance of unity by driving opposition underground. 
In the short-run it might achieve some spurious kind of 
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political stability, but in the long-run suppressed oppo- 
sition only Icads to violence and destructive upheavals in 
a civil society. Because it does not allow for any choice 
outside the ruling party, this system dictator- 
ship with all its repressive evils. Since it is confident of 
every-remaining in power, the party becomes ever so 
lethargic, the bureaucratic elite who controls it degener- 
ates into the worst kinds of corruption. In short, the 
one-party system lacks the effective checks and balances 
needed in a true democracy. Perhaps worse, is that it 
limits the range of choices open to the ordinary citizen in 
deciding who will rule him. 


There are those who believe that the Nigerian society is 
too heterogeneous, its peuple too political-conscious and 
dynamic for a one-party sysicm to succeed here. It is 
crucial, however, to realise that party politics in this 
country, in the first and second republics, tended 
towards one-party or what some people have called 
one-party dominant systems. Thus no opportunity to 
educate our people on the dangers of this tendency 
should be allowed to slip by. 


The two-party system already decided on for the third 
republic can indeed be seen a) some kind of mean 
between the rigidity of a one-party system and the 
seeming anarchy of a system that allows a plethora of 
political parties to exist. Nigerians should always be 
mobilised to see that, at no time in the future, is this 
system hijacked into a one-party dominant one. Only 
when opportunities for genuine political choices are 
open to people, through the existence of two or more 
contending political parties, can democracy thrive. 


* Bi-Water Project Stalled for Lack of Funds 
34000347a Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
6 Mar 89 pp | & 12 


[Text] Niger State's water project is still ir trouble. 


Nearly one year after the controversial projec? was 
re-negotiated with the contractors, Bi- Water, work is yet 
to start fully. 


The problem is money. The state government has not 
been able to make a four-million pound sterling initial 
deposit which would ensure the release of the £22.4 
million pound sterling loan being provided to the project 
by British Merchant Bank, Morgan Grenfell. 


The state's Commissioner for Works, Dr Nuhu Zagbayi 
told the DAILY TIMES in Minna last week that the 
government has already set aside N48.3 million for local 
currency costs as required in the contract. But it has not 
been able to pay the £4 million initial deposit. 


Consequently, Bi-Water has not begun shipping materi- 
als and equipment for the contract to Nigeria. 
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The company, according to reports, engaged itself only 
in jobs which it can handle with materials and equip- 
ment shipped in before its earlier coutract was termi- 
nated. 


Under the original contract signed in 1980, Bi-Water was 
to build water supply facilities for 46 towns in Niger 
State at a cost of N100 million (then equivalent to $150 
million). 


British bank, Morgan Grenfell provided a $150 million 
loan, for the project. 


By 1984, one year after the contract should have been 
completed, it was found that although less than 30 
percent of the work hac been done, Morgan Grenfell had 
paid all the money to Bi-Water, sometimes in breach of 
the terms of the contract. 


After a protracted dispute with Bi-Water, the govern- 
ment decided to continue the project, which was then 
expanded to cover 136 towns and villages in the state. 


The additional cost is £26.4 million (N350.59 million) 
plus N48.3 million in local costs. 


Last week, Dr Zagbayi said five villages in Kutirko areas 
are already getting their water supply from the project, 
while Kwakuti, Gwada, Maikunkele, Beji, Wushishi and 
Yakila would soon get supplies. 


He said the state government is making efforts to find 
the £4 million, while hoping that the Federal Govern- 
ment would come in to assist, since rural water supply is 
a cardinal programme of the government. 


But in Lagos, there seems to be growing unease about the 
terms of the loan agreement reached with organ Grenfell. 


Sources said that the agreement contains a double- 
default clause linked to Nigeria’s rescheduling agree- 
ments with the Western creditor groups. 


In effect, they said, the state loan would lapse if Nigeria 
were, for instance, to default in its repayments to the 
London and Paris clubs. 


The implications of this clause for the project are 
thought to be adverse. 


Although these were not noted earlier, the Federal Gov- 
ernment is now said to view the clause with serious 
concern. 


British government officials are also said to be worried 
that the “cleverness” of Morgan Grenfell may prove 
counter-productive in a project that had become so 
sensitive as to be seen as a test-case for reviving relations 
between Nigeria and Britain. 
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Although Dr Zagbayi was insistent that the Federal 
Government had already approved the terms of the loan, 
this could not be confirmed in Lagos last week. 


The indications were, instead, that the government was 
so concerned about the terms that it may ask for some 
amendments. 


All of which adds to delays and escalating costs for this 
very controversial project, the biggest that the Niger 
State Government has ever undertaken. 


Even as things are now, the project that started out at a 
cost of N100 million seems certain to cost Niger State at 
least N1.5 billion by the time it is finished. 


* Aniagolu Explains ‘Debate’ on Sharia in CA 
34000347b Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
6 Mar 89 p 24 


[Text] The debate on position of the Sharia law and the 
status of Abuja generated much acrimony in the Constit- 
uent Assembly (CA) because members already had fixed 
Opinions on the issues, the chairman of the assembly, 
Justice Anthony Aniagolu, has said. 


“If members had exercised discretion without fixed 
Opinions, and were ready to accommodate the opinions 
of others, the issues could have been settled amicably, it 
was therefore a matter of fixed opinions taken by 
members.” 


Justice Aniagolu, who was answering questions at a 
special interview programme on the Oyo State television 
(BCOS) last night said that the intervention of the 
Federal Government on the debate was postponing the 
evil day. 


Said he: “it would have been ideal for a consensus to 
have been arrived at but at the time the Federal Gov- 
ernment intervened, things had become absolutely 
intractable and we spent eight weeks on one issue, and so 
the Federal Government had to do something. 


The chairman denied the allegation that he personally 
invited the intervention of the Federal Government, 
adding that the Federal Government was aware of the 
problem “so I simply placed the matter before them.” 


Justice Aniagolu, who blamed the failures of past consti- 
tutions on Nigerians themselves was however optimistic 
that a combination of the circumstances of our exercise 
during this Third Republic would make the new consti- 
tution successful. 


Highlighting the ichievements of the assembly during 
deliberations, Justice Aniagolu spoke of the provision for 
local governments which would be dedicated to the grass- 
roots people and not be appendages of state government. 
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“There is also a system of recall in order to prevent the 
chairman of a local governmeni misusing his office, the 
masses can now say they have lost confidence in the 
chairman and ask for a change. We have also provided 
for the impeachment of a local government chairman. 
This provision is also there for the governor and the 
president to be impeached.” 


* Okogie Sues Over 1989 Decree 
34000348b Enugu DAILY STAR in English 
10 Mar 89 pp I, 16 


[Text] The president of the Christian Association of 
Nigeria (CAN), His Grace, Archbishop Olubunmi Oko- 
gie, on Wednesday sued the President, General Ibrahim 
Babangida, to court over the promulgation of the Nige- 
rian Pilgrims Commission Decree No. 6 of 1989. 


Archbishop Okogie and the secretary of the Christian 
Association of Nigeria, Mr C. O. Williams, are asking the 
court to declare that the promulgation of the decree, which 
establishes “The Nigerian Pilgrims Commission,” is con- 
trary to the principle of the secular status of Nigeria as 
enshrined in section 10 of the 1979 constitution. 


The suit, which joined the attorney-general of the feder- 
ation as a defendant, is also seeking for a court declara- 
tion that “the Nigerian Pilgrims Commission Decree is 
contrary to the principle of non-discrimination on reli- 
gious grounds as stated in section 15(2) of the 1979 
constitution because it caters for only Muslims, who 
undertake the El-Umra and El Hajj pilgrimages.” 


The plaintiffs are further asking the court to declare the 
Nigerian Pilgrims Commission Decree No. 6 of 1989 
unconstitutional, null and void on the ground that other 
religions are not catered for by the decree. 


They claimed that members of other religions undertake 
pilgrimages and may, therefore, require assistance in 
matters of health, immigration, foreign exchange and 
importation into Nigeria of items exempted from pay- 
ment of duty, among other things, made exclusive to the 
Pilgrims Commission by Decree 6 of 1989. 


The plaintiffs also claimed that the exclusion of other 
religions in the decree was disturbing since the Nigerian 
Pilgrims Commission would utilise state funds in orga- 
nising pilgrimage. 


No date has been fixed for the hearing of the suit. 


* Alhaji Urges Banks To Open Rural Branches 
34000324b Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
23 Feb 89 pp I, 14 


[Text] The Federal Government may penalise banks 
which fail to implement its directives on the rural 
banking programme, the Minister of State for Planning 
and Budget, Alhaji Abubakar Alhaji, has warned. 
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The minister was speaking in Lagos yesterday through 
the Director-General, Economic Planning and Budget, 
Mr. J. D. Edozie, during the opening of the first yearly 
assembly of Nigeria bank directors at the Sheraton 
Hotel. 


In his key-note address to the assembly, Alhaji Alhaji 
expressed dissatisfaction with banks’ response to the 
third phase of the rural banking programme, saying that 
with about six months to the expiration of this phase, the 
cumulative performance of banks involved in the pro- 
gramme “is adjudged to be far below expectation.” 


He remarked that the Federal Government accords very 
high priority to the rural banking programme as a 
back-up service to the rural development programme 
which is an integral part of the Structural Adjustment 
Programme (SAP) and warned that “government may 
have to introduce appropriate sanctions against any 
bank that defaults in the implementation of its own 


programme.” 


Under the third phase of the programme, 300 branches 
are expected to be opened in the rural areas of the 
country by the 28 banks involved in the programme. 


But as of date, according to the minister, only 146 rural 
branches have been opened, thereby justifying his claim 
that some banks have failed to co-operate with the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) in the implementation of 
the rural banking programme. 


The minister did not spare the banks for what he 
described as their deteriorating service to customers, 
non-compliance with the credit sidelines on the alloca- 
tion of investment funds, and failure to change their 
traditional attitudes to risk [word indistinct] 


Alhaji Alhaji who is also special assistant to the presi- 
dent, urged the 

use their [word indistinct] as the highest policy making 
body in the [word indistinct] industry, to insure that the 
banks [word indistinct] policies which would ensure that 
the objectives of government are fully realised. 


Specifically, he said, they should ensure that their respec- 
tive banks increased their levels of investment in profit- 
able ventures in response to government policies. 


In his welcome address to the directors, the group 
Managing Director of Public Finance and Management 
Consulting Group, organisers of the assembly, Mr. Paul 
Erihri, called on the Federal Government to initiate the 
effective enforcement of the terms, relating to the issu- 
ance of dud cheques as a strategy for encouraging the use 
of cheques and promoting public confidence on the 
instrument. 
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He also urged government to declare 1990s a decade for 
development of appropriate banking practice and other 
financial institutions, as a basis for mobilising financial 
resources for economic development. 


* Babangida Soothes Critics, Eases Food Prices 
34000325a London AFRICA ANALYSIS 
17 Feb 89 pp 1, 2 


[Excerpts] Lagos—President Ibrahim Babangida, with a 
standby loan of SDR475m ($617m) from the IMF 
already in the bag, and with a 27 February Paris Club 
meeting likely to grant concessions to Nigeria, appears to 
have handled with confidence the recent bout of restive- 
ness among middle ranking officers in the armed ser- 
vices. But the government reshuffle, which is to take 
place later this month in the wake of the sudden reduc- 
tion in the size of the Armed Forces Ruling Council 
(AFRC), could still see the departure of a number of 
well-known ministers. [passage omitted] 


Already, in an unprecedented move, Babangida has cut the 
size of the AFRC from 28 members to 19. This action 
followed his meeting with a delegation of younger army 
officers introduced by the chief of army staff, Lieutenant 
General Sani Abacha, and Brigadier J.A. Dogonyaro, who 
commands the second infantry division in Ibadan. Both 
senior officers have played prominent roles in Nigerian 
coups. The delegation warned Babangida of increasing 
restiveness among younger officers about what they see as 
the unwillingness or inability of the AFRC and the gov- 
ernment to take action to halt the slide in the value of the 
naira and the steady rise in food prices. 


Babangida responded by dissolving the AFRC and, 
within days, announcing the establishment of a new, 
slimmed-down version. It is to be joined soon by an 
armed forces assembly to which a number of middle 
ranking officers will be appointed. Although the assem- 
bly will have only consultative status, it is seen as much 
more than a sop to the disaffected members of the officer 
corps. Through it, the younger officers should have 
considerable influence on decision-making, although in 
Babangida’s words, the assembly’s principal function 
will be to ‘inform and educate’ the lower ranks in the 
armed services about the policies and programme of the 
federal government. 


Babangida is understood to have agreed that the size of 
the AFRC had hampered its effectiveness and that 
caucuses, supporting sectional interests, had built up 
within it. Although it is still likely that there will be a few 
changes in the membership of the new council, rather 
than a simple weeding out, the upper ranks of the 
19-member body reveal no change. Babangida remains 
as head of the AFRC, with the chief of general staff, 
Vice-Admiral Augustus Aikhomu, as his deputy. The 
chiefs of army, navy, and air staffs, together with the 
inspector general of police, also retain their positions. 
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Brigadier Dogonyaro and his fellow general officers 
commanding the |, 3 and 82 divisions of the Nigerian 
army remain on the AFRC, together with the comman- 
dants of the defence academy and the Command and 
Staff College, both in Kaduna state, as well as the tactical 
command air officer and the flag officer of the western 
naval command. But membership of the AFRC is 
according to post, not by individual name. It is therefore 
possible to change the composition of the AFRC simply 
by retiring, promoting or transferring individual officers. 


That Babangida is still very much in command became 
obvious last Friday when Aikhomu announced ‘four 
short-term measures’ to curb rising food prices. The 
delegation to Babangida had demanded that the bans on 
rice and wheat imports be lifted. Aikhomu made clear 
that the import bans would stay. But there is to be an 
immediate release of food buffer stocks held by state 
governments, suspension of federal government pur- 
chases under the strategic grain reserve programme, 
release and sale of food items seized in the ports and the 
immediate ban ‘until further notice’ of the export of all 
grains, tubers and their by-products. 


According to official sources, the bulk of the government 
is convinced that a relatively small number of ‘economic 
saboteurs’ is responsible for various food items becom- 
ing scarce in the wake of the 1989 budget. The draconian 
anti-smuggling decree which requires a life sentence and 
confiscation of all property from convicted smugglers 
has therefore been extended to cover anyone contraven- 
ing the ban on food exports. 


The government quite simply cannot give in to the 
demand that the import bans in rice and wheat be lifted. 
Millions of naira, from federal and state coffers, have 
already been spent on the programme designed to make 
Nigeria self-sufficient in wheat. And while the shortages 
which have resulted have caused a great surge in the prices 
of these commodities, local production has so far shown no 
likelihood of matching demand in the foreseeable future. 
But there has been an improvement, despite inclement 
weather. The powerful northern lobby—the main benefi- 
ciaries of the wheat production programme—would also 
fight tooth and nail to retain the bans. 


Babangida’s latest steps succeed in leaving the bans and 
the wheat programme intact, while appearing to directly 
tackle a problem which many economists think these 
policies caused in the first place. If the critics are correct, 
the problems will continue and perhaps become worse, a 
situation almost certainly to be followed by another bout 
of restiveness within the armed services. 


In the meantime, the most urgent task facing the new 
AFRC is the ratification of the ministerial changes in 
government. These are still not finalised although it is 
known that Akinrinade has expressed a wish to leave 
government to get back to his farm in an attempt to 
rescue it from possible bankruptcy. A retired army 
officer, he is known to have borrowed more than N3m to 
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develop the property, but since becoming a minister in 
1985 has not been able to supervise work on it. Finance 
minister Okongwu, already apparently outflanked by 
‘Triple A,’ the minister of state for budget and planning, 
Alhaji Abubakar Alhaji, is said to be in bad health. 


Whoever is dropped, the collapse of the naira is a 
problem still to be faced. Several younger armed forces 
officers are known to feel that much of the blame for the 
collapse of the national currency lies with the activities 
of various banks. They want examples made of offending 
bank officials. 


Other young officers are calling for any measures that 
will peg the value of the naira to what they say would be 
a reasonable rate. Given Nigeria’s renewed relationship 
with the IMF, no such move is likely. 

* Saibou’s Entourage; Plans for Democracy 
34000263a London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in 
English 3 Mar 89 pp 3, 4 


[Text] This year, President Ali Saibou is going to endow 
Niger with a constitution and a single political party. The 
model for his new system is Togo, whose institutions—a 
single party and an all-powerful head of state—Ali Sai- 
bou admires. He has sent a delegation to Lome to study 
the matter in detail. 


This initiative has discouraged people who had hoped 
for a breath of fresh air after the terrible rule of the late 
Seyni Kountche. Ali Saibou’s accession to power in 1987 
produced high hopes, especially when he released 100 or 
more political prisoners, some of whom had been held 
without trial for over 10 years. Reassured by this, exiles 
in Libya, Cote d'Ivoire and France made their way 
home. The new president also declared that he would 
restore democracy. 


Now, though, many Nigeriens fear normalisation will 
take the form of a single party and a popular assembly 
manipulated by military men or by one person. Saibou’s 
declaration that the soldiers will not leave power has not 
made the doubters any more comfortable. 


The signs of a hardening of the new regime appeared in 
August 1988 with the trial of a number of long-term 
detainees accused of fomenting the October 1983 coup 
ettempt against Kountche. The State Security Court, 
Sitting in camera, acquitted 21 people including two 
former ministers. Only hours after the verdict, the defen- 
dant, were rearrested and imprisoned on the order of the 
President. This twist revealed the depth of the disagree- 
ment between the two main tendencies in the armed 
forces. They are: 


¢ a liberal faction which includes Lieutenant Colonel 
Amadou Seyni, the prefect of Zinder. A friend of the 
late President Kountche and a founder-member of the 
Supreme Military Council (SMC), composed of offic- 
ers associated with Kountche’s original coup, Col. 
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Seyni represented the government at the August trial. 
Other prominent army liberals include Major Maha- 
mane Dobi, president of the State Security Court’s 
August session, and young officers such as Major Bare 
Manaissara Ibrahima, ambassador to France; Captain 
Abderamane Seydou, Minister of Youth; and Capt. 
Amadou Moussa Gros, Minister of Transport. 


e the hard-liners, led by Lt-Col. Mamadou Beidari, the 


unpopular government number two, who is Minister 
without Portfolio. Also prominent in this faction is 
Squadron Leader Mallam Oubandawaki, comman- 
dant of the gendarmerie. A brother-in-law of the late 
President Kountche’s widow, Mintou Kountche, he 
presided over the reconvened State Security Court 
which in October imposed prison sentences on several 
people acquitted in August. 


Saibou himself often gives the impression that he 
favours the liberals. Initially in favour of granting clem- 
ency to the 1983 plotters, he changed his mind under 
pressure from the conservatives and those associated 
with the Kountche clan. He was persuaded to re-arrest 
those acquitted by the August sitting of the State Security 
Court. Since then, the President has tried to act as an 
intermediary between the two camps, which explains his 
frequent vacillations. 


Saibou comes from Djermakanda, which is also Seyni 
Kountche’s home village, and he is president because of 
his loyalty to the Kountche family. He got the job in 
preference to Col. Moumouni Djermakoye Adamou 
from the powerful Djerma family of Dosso, the Kount- 
ches’ rival. The choice of the Kountche clan was ratified 
by a meeting of senior officers held just after Seyni 
Kountche’s death. At this meeting, it was Beidari who 
actually proposed Ali Saibou’s candidature, which is why 
Saibou now relies so heavily on him. 


Other officers were unable to stop the candidate of the 
Kountche faction because, contrary to official pretenses 
that Kountche ruled with a Supreme Military Council of 
the armed forces, the SMC has not really existed for 
some time. Over the years Kountche had sidelined all 
those who took power with him. Many were posted to 
provincial appointments. Those who refused were 
imprisoned, like Major Boulama Manga who spent 10 
years in prison before being released and retired from the 
armed forces in one of Saibou’s first acts of clemency. 


Saibou has now dispersed the remaining members of the 
SMC. Moumouni Djermakoye Adamou, the unsuccess- 
ful pretender to the presidency, has been posted as 
ambassador to the United Nations with the rank of 
Minister of State. Lieut-Cols. Tanja and Dandi Arbachi 
have been sent as ambassadors to Lagos and Dakan 
respectively. Idrissa Harouna and Sory Mamadou Diallo 
retired some years ago. Of the original SMC, only 
Amadou Seyni, prefect of Zinder, and the Franco-Gui- 
nean metis Francois Wright, air force commander, 
remain on the scene. 
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Although he was originally a compromise choice for the 
presidency, Saibou is now developing a taste for power. 
He originally had the support of some younger officers 
including the current army chief of staff Lieut-Col. 
Toumba Boubacar, Lieut-Col. Bare Manaissara Ibra- 
hima, and others. Ali Saibou is particularly beholden to 
Toumba Boubacar, who is considered to have foiled the 
1983 coup attempt. During that episode Ali Saibou, then 
chief of army staff, was kidnapped by the putschists and 
locked in a toilet in the house of the late President 
Kountche’s spiritual adviser and security boss Lieut. 
Amadou Oumarou ‘Bonkano’, one of the plotters. It was 
Toumba who rescued him. 


The President seems to be tilting away from the younger 
army officers, although some such as Toumba remain 
close to him. He increasingly relies on his circle of close 
friends. They include: 


¢ Amouki Chardon, an adviser at the presidency. He is 
also Saibou’s favourite partner at belote, the card- 
game to which he is addicted. 

¢ Bagnou Beydou, Minister of Defence, another of the 
president’s companions in his leisure activities. 

¢ Lieut-Col. Beidari, who, although being transferred 
from the ministry of finance last December, rernains 
the government number two. He is the most unpop- 
ular man in Niger. 


Ali Saibou’s immediate entourage has a reputation for 
enjoying a flamboyant lifestyle, which doesn’t do much for 
its popularity in a country noted for its puritanis™. So 
much so, that it is now common to hear people say nat, 
while Kountche may have been an autocrat, he would 
never have tolerated some of things which now go on. 


* Cuban Ambassador Interviewed on Issues 
34000324a Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
23 Feb 89 p 22 


[Text] Cuba in recent times has always been in the news. 
The country just marked 30 years of the revolution. It 
also played a major role in the Angolan independence 
and civil war. At a stage Cuba had over 50,000 soldiers 
in that country. It has been accused of being used as a 
proxy by the Soviet Union. And now is the great pull-out 
from Angola which will eventually pave way for a United 
Nations supervised transition period in Namibia. Nige- 
ria also is known to have cordial relationship with the 
government of Cuba. 


Against this backdrop, the Cuban Ambassador to Nige- 
ria recently visited the DAILY TIMES. Before His 
Excellency, Juan Infante Dilu, was conducted round the 
DAILY TIMES premises, he answered questions from a 
team of 13 journalists at the organisation’s board room, 
a barrage he did not bargain for. 


Ambassador Dilu who spoke through an interpreter was 
very diplomatic in the way and manner he answered the 
questions. On Cuban assistance to Nigeria he said that 
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“we can offer our support to Nigeria.” For instance, 
during the yellow fever epidemic, the Cuban government 
donated 25,000 vaccines to Nigeria. 


The Cuban-Angolan connection dominated the dialogue 
session. Ambassador Dilu traced the genesis of the whole 
relationship which began in 1965, at a time when late 
Augustino Neto was organising his struggle against the 
Portuguese. Since that time Cuba started helping the 
MPLA, the Peoples Movement for the Liberation of 


Angola. 


He revealed that Cuba is against exploitation of man by 
man, especially the theft of resources. On the book, 
“Against all Hope” written by Armando Valladares who 
was a political prisoner in Cuba, he said, the author is a 
terrorist. Ambassador Dilu added that Valladares was a 
policeman during Batista’s era. During that time, he 
committed a lot of atrocities. He is a liar, who claimed to 
be on invalid and used a wheel-chair in prison, but a 
recent film on him showed he was not. He began to walk, 
and exercise with the rest of the prisoners. He referred to 
him as a “puppet of the United States.” It will be recalled 
that Armando Valladares, wrote in his prison memoirs 
of the harrowing account of his 22 years in Castro's 
prison. The book is an account of his arrest at the age of 
23 for being philosophically opposed to communism 
until his release in 1982, the result of an international 
appeal on his behalf. 


Ambassador Dilu told the journalists that at the time of 
the revolution, the area of rural health was abandoned. 
As the liberation war was on, medical units were opened. 
But there was a manpower problem, because a great 
number of Cuban doctors fled to the United States. 
Medical schools were established which began to turn 
out new doctors in tune with Cuba’s revolutionary path. 
At the moment a family doctor serves 700 families in the 
country, hospitals have been built and roads constructed 
in the villages tu allow for easy access. 


The diplomat said that his country was liaising with the 
Federal Ministry of Health and by the end of July, 
Cuban doctors will be in Nigeria. On the Namibia 
accord, he revealed that problems depend on the United 
Nations as stipulated by resolution 435. “We can say 
there is a violation in the agreement we signed. It may be 
in the goodwill of the UN. However, there is a commis- 
sion formed by Cuba, South Africa and Angola that is 
watching the fulfilment of the agreement. We are 
waiting,” he said. Dilu refused to talk about lessons 
learnt from the Cuban revolution. He said that “we don't 
speak about it, because we are accused of spreading 
revolution and revolutions are not exported. If you want 
to know how education, popular power assembly and 
others are organised in Cuba you are free to go and 
watch,” he said. We are not going to speak about it, he 
said. 
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* Ajibola Bars Courts Ruling on Candidates 
34000325b Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
17 Feb 89 pp 1, 10 


[Text] No state high court or Court of Appeal in the 
country has any power to decide on whether or not any 
person is qualified to take part in the Third Republic 
politics taking off in 1992. 


The Attorney General of the Federation and Minister of 
Justice, Prince Bola Ajibola (SAN), said this issue had 
been taken care of by the participation of Politics and 
Elections (prohibition) decree of 1987. 


Prince Ajibola who was addressing the Transition to 
Civil Rule Tribunal in Lagos yesterday as an “amicus 
curiac” (friend of the court) said that the conventional 
courts “have no jurisdiction to entertain or pronounce 
on whether or not any person is affected by the decree.” 


Prince Ajibola said that his presence before the tribunal 
was prompted by the need to clarify certain sections of 
two decrees promulgated to aid the transition to civil 
rule programme, namely, the Participation in Politics 
and Elections (prohibition) Decree 25 of 1987, and the 
Local Government Elections Decree 37 of 1987. 


The minister said that he was disturbed by the conten- 
tion of a defendant before the tribunal that it lacked 
jurisdiction to entertain any election matter that had 
already been decided at a state court of appeal. 


The contention was supported with section 31 of Decree 
37 of 1987, which gives courts of appeal the final say on 
the eligibility of any person to contest local government 
elections. 


However, the Attorney-General pointed out that “a 
provision in that decree has excluded the issues of 
disqualification or ban by virtue of Decree 25 of 1987, 
from the jurisdiction of high courts and appeal courts.” 
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He added that the competence to entertain matters on 
these two magic words“ [quotation as printed] are vested 
exclusively in the National Electoral Commission (NEC) 
and the tribunal which has the final say in such matters. 


Observing that it is unfortunate to be discussing a matter 
already settled by the Bendel State Court of Appeal 
which is superior to the tribunal, Prince Ajibola said that 
the court’s decision was “a nullity in law.” 


On whether the transition tribunal could reopen the case 
without committing contempt of the court, the justice 
minister stated that since the tribunal has exclusive 
jurisdiction to hear the case it should regard the higher 
court’s decision as invalid “ab initio,” and proceed with 
the case. 


Sierra Leone 


Papers Report Rumors of Coup Plot Against Momoh 
ABO0504 193189 Paris AFP in French 1844 GMT 
5 Apr 89 


[Text] Freetown, 5 Apr (AFP)—Three Sierra Leonean 
newspapers have in the last few days mentioned a 
planned coup d'etat against the government of President 
Joseph Momoh fomented by an Arab country which was 
not named, but everybody points at (?Libya). 


These newspapers report that a group of Sierra Leonean 
opposition elements in exile are reported to have 
received large logistical and financial support from that 
country. The Sierra Leonean Government is for the 
moment refusing to make any comment on these rumors. 
Observers in Freetown, however, stress that none of the 
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